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To THY MOST GLOAIOVS 
Virgm S , Clare. 
Moſt Glorious Saint, 


BEING to publiſh 
1 thy Blefled Life 3 
2 traſlated mto En- 


tt. Att. 4 


Lad Ard 


no creature heere e&rEarth, fee- 
ming worthy inqgigh', to be 
preſented therewith; byway 
of Dedication : And therfore, 
were my Thoughts preſent- 
Iy , tranſported hence to the 


| glorious Cittiz:ns of Heauen; * 


whither arining , they forth- 
\ With made choice of thy Blef- 


* 2 {ed 


=Ze) glithfor the publik. 
benefit of our Contty;T found - 


FOYER OO ANIL 


TheEpiflle. 
Fed Selfe, as beſt (& in particu- 
ler) deſeruing fo truean Ho- 
MNOUT _ | 

Accept then (B. Saint) this 
my ſmall labour which in all 
Humility &Reuerence I hecre 
offer ynto thy Holy Name, 
togeather with my ynworthy 
Selfe, that by thy Interceſſion, 
& Plety, I may be made par- 
taker of iome little glimpſe of 
25: ſpiritual Influence, which 
out of the huge Maſle of thy 
Glorious merits, thou youchſas 
felt to impart vnto thy dcuout 
Suppliants ; amongſt whom 
I humbly begge(O Glorious 
F'vgin)to be accepted for one. | 
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CHAP. I. 


I x yeares after the 
conuerſioof the ho- 
ly Father S. Pranc# , 

\ & the fourth yenre , 
Y veer the confirmati- 


oo 5 his Ruleby Pope Ianocent 
A ths 


— 


hs. 


2 _ The life of the 


thethird , the yeare of grace r2re2 


the omnipotent Father of light, ha. 


niog framed , and fent into the 


world a new man, his ſeruant S, 
Francs , by bim to repayre, and 
reforme his faithful people in that 
age: Would alſo , that a valouroug 


womanr ſhould by his worke ape 


pearein the warld , to accompany 
that bis great, & faythfull ſcruant, 
ro the end, that of thoſerwo, ſhold 
be new bornea perfe regenerati- 
on of the children of God « And as 
the firſt natural] generation came 
of man and woman, as of an ynſ= 
red beginnings : ſo this 'ſpiritu-» 
all generation of the imitatours 
of the life and coundlailes of Ieſus 
Chriſt proceeded in al the Church, 
znd inal] the eſtares , and quali= 
;yes of perſons , of the one & (ame 
| ſpirit 


Gloriows virgin $. Clare. 
ſpirit of zeale , of-perfeQion , 7 
hundley, and of pouerty , from 
one man , and one woman. And 
to the end it might not be.ynlike 
the creation,almighty God hauing 
fieſt perfeed his ſeruant S, Frane 
cs, would frame ofthe ribb, oe 
fide of his life, dotrine and San= 
ty ,the glorious Virgin, Clare, his 
true, and legitimate davghter in 
Isſas Chriſt for his companion, ag. 
z2alousallo of perfeQtion , and an- 
o-licall reformation . With great 
reaſon therfore hath ſhe her place 
mm the Chronicles of the Friars Mi- 
nors; for the being a ribbe, and 
party of the ſame orger,it is very: 
requiſite a {peciall mention ſhould 
be made of her ſanGity of life, as 
we (hall beere performe : and if it 
be ag; according to her merit,(hall 

Ax at 


| pad 


a The lfeof the 
at leaſt be done, with the leaſt des 
fe we can poſſible ; being reſol- 
ned to imploy therein , that little 
force of ſpirit , which God hath gi. 
uenvs, both to the honour of h 
diuine maieſty,8 his holy ſeruant, 
and to theedification of ſoules. 
hi camp S.Clare was borne 
fa the City of {oz in Iealy, (citu- 
atein the prouince of the yalley of 
Spoletum , which is a territory ape 


enan Church. Her Father and Moe 
ther were noble, of a famous and 


very welthy family : her Mother 
was called Hortulana,which in our | 


 eonnge may betearmed Gardener, 
gnd not withont miſtery, conſide= 


and 


yertuous a plant, in the par- 


dc of the holy Church . This Wo» - 


» 


patoyatng tothe Pope, and Roe. 


ſhe was to produce fo noble, | 


Gloriow virgin 8. Clare. 
woman was exceeding denout,and 
compleate in the frunes of good 
workes : and albeit ſhe were mar« 
ryed, and conſequently obliged to 
the care , and ponernement of hey 
houſe, and family, yer did ſhenos 
omit with all her power to be exer». 
ciſed in the ſeruice of God, and ime 
ployed in the works of mercy. 

' She was (o feruent in the loue 
| | of Ieſus Chriſt, that with great de- 
wotion the paſſed the ſea'with ma« 
| ny otberpilgrimes, 6: viſited thoſs 
| holy places, whichour.Redeemee 
lelus Chriſt God and man, conſe= 
crated with his holy preſence, and 
retourned exceedingly comforted, 
and inriched with many meritts . 
Shealſo viſited the Church of the 
| Archangell Saint Michael, on'the 

| mount Gergaz.,and With a pious, 

A 3 4m 


6 _- The life of the 
and feruent deſire, viſited the As 

oſtles S. Peter & 5, Paul in.Rome: 
11 {ach ſort did that vertue and fer. 
nour {hine in thoſe dayes in many 


holy perſons,but now ſo weakned | 


ts the feruour of Chriſtians tou« 


ching the viſiting of holy places, & | 
the Reliques of our Lord ,andhis | 
Saintes, that itis almoſt loſt by the | 
continuall warrs of heretikes, and | 


puniſhment for our ſinnes, 


Now our Lord beganto power | 
out the aboundance of his celeſti« | 
all graces ypon the roote , that } 


O 


afterwardes the fproutes of farre | 


greater ſanity might follow, and 


diſperſe into the booghes , Neys- | 
ther would he , that this deuout | 
woman Hortulana, ſhould be dee | 
priued of the coſolations, & know: | 
ledge of this grace; for being _ 

| LF TOR, ; 'TS, ec | 
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Gloriow virgen $. Clare. 7 
her ckild-birth, ſhe one day with 
great feruour prayed in a Church, 
before a Crucifix , where ſhe be=- 
ſought Almighty God to deliuer 
her from the danger of death in 
hec child-birth , which ſhe much 
apprehended; & [he heard a voice 
that ſayd: Woman , feare not for 
thou ſhalt ſafely,and withovt dan- 
oer, bring forth a light , that ſhall 
iiluminate , and lighten all the 
world, ' 

Being thus comforted , and ade 
moniſhed by this diuine anſwere; 
ſo ſoone as ſhe was deliuered of a 
daughter , (he cauſed her to be cal- 
led in Baptiſme Clare,firmely belie- 
uing that in her ſhould be accome 
plithed the (plendoar of the light 
promiled , according to the proui- 
dence , and the ordinance of the 
divine DOURty'e A4 
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Of the Education, Chanty, Prayer , 
Mortification , and Virginity of 
S$, Clare. 


CHAP. IL 


A'1x T Clare being borne into 
the world , the began inconti« 
nently to appeare, and ſhine as 
2 morning ſtarre in the obſcure 
night of that age , for inthe moſt 
tender yeares of ber firſt infancy , 
ſhe already diſcouered euider ſigns 
of notable and pious works, whers 
in ſhe made to appeare her natu« 
rall worth , and the graces which 
God had communicated ynto her: 
for being naturally ofa yery deli- 
cate conſtitution, the OO of 

; cs 
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Glorwow virem $. Clare. 
her Mother the firſt foundations of 
faich: afterwards beivg inſpired of 
God,to apply herſelfe to yertuous, 
and pious workes , ſhe ſhewed 
herſelfe to bea veſl.1l aptly prepa» 
red for diuine grace; and as ſhe a» 
bounaed in interiour piety, aſwell 
by nature a3 by grace towardes 
poore beggars; ſo according to the 
{mall meanes which then ſhe had, 
the ſupplyed their necellities . And 
tothe end her Sacrifice might be 
more pleaſing ynto God, the mod? 
delicate meates that vvere giuen 
her, for the nouriſnment of hee 
little body, ſhe bid, and gaue it ſee 
cretly to the poore , Thus did pie- 
ty augment and increaſe in her, & 
nouriſhed charity in her ſoule, pre« 
paring her to receiue the grace 6; 
mercy of Almighty God,Her grea» 

As tel 


Yo The lefe of the 
telt contentment was in prayer , 
wherby (he was often ſuſteyned , 
made toyfull, and comforted as 

by an Angelicall milke, and in a 
molt delicious manner eleuated to 
the diuine pleaſures of the conuer- 
ſation of our Lord leſus Chriſt, 
In thefe beginninges, hauing no 
beades, ſhe vſed inſteed thereof 
certaine little ſtones, ſome to ſerue 
for the Pater no/ters,and others for 
the Tres, and (o offered her pray« 
ers to God , W herupon beginning 
to feele the firft feruours of diuine 
loue,(he judged that the muſt con- 
temaeall eranſitory appareance , 8 
painted flowers of this world : and 
zcing by prayer well inſtruted of 
the holy Ghoſt , ſhe reſolued , asa 
wiſe ſpiritual] Merchant, to haue 
aQ more regacd of terreſtriall af- 
fayrs 


was do p- ISHHT 


Glorious virgin $.\ Clare. TT 
fayres , acknowledging them vn- 
worthy to beeſteemed: 8c withthis 
ſpirit ſhe did weare , as another S, 
Cecily , vader her pay apparrell , a 
haire-cloth ; ſo exteriourly ſatisfy-. 
ing the world , and interioucly her 
Lord leſus Chriſt, 

But having attayned the age of 
marriage , ſhe was importuned by 
her Father , & other kindred , to 
chooſe a husband ;- whereto ſhe 
would neuer conſent, but vſed lin. 
prings, and delayes, putting off, 
and diffterring whit the could all 
humane marriage, & euer recom= 
n2nded to our Lord leſus Chriſt 
ber Virginity , with other yertues 
Wherwith ſhe was indued , by ſuch 
exerciſes indeauouring to pleaſe al- 
_ mighty God, that he might be=- 
Row oa her his only Sonne for her 
lpoule. 


x2 -—| ' The feof the © 
ſpouſe . Such were the firſt fruits 
of her ſpirt,, and ſuch the exerciſes 
of her piety : (o that being anoyne 
ted with luch a ſweet, and pretie 
ous oyntment , ſhe yielded a moſt 
pleaſant ſauour, as a cloſet repleni- 
thed with moſt delightfull liquars, 
whoſe perfumes, though they be 
ſbut vp, diſcouer , and manifeſt 
themſelues;zand in ſach ſort this 
boly virgin beganne without her 
knowledge to be commended by 
ber neighbours the true fame of 
her ſecret pious workes ſo publi- 
ſhing themſelues, that in an in- 
ſtant they were exceedingly ſpres 
ad abroad, & euery where diuul« 
gd + 


How 


Glorious viremn $, Clare. 73 


How the virgm $. Clare had know- 
ledge of the Vertues of the boly 
Father $. Francis. 


CHAP In 


H : sfvertuous Virgin Clare; 

hearing the great fame of the 

admirable life of Saint Pray 
cs, who then renewed vato the 
world the way of perfeion inthe 
ſame Citty , witha maruclous exe 
ample of piety and vertue;8& cons 
Gdering that many gentlemen did 
follow him , and that his life was 
already approued by our holy ma- 
ther the Church , ſhe exceedingly 
deſired to ſee, and heare this (er- 
uagt of God, moſt wortby , and e- 
migeat 


14 : The bfe of the 
minent 1n all vertues ; thereunto 
inſpired by the ſoueraigne Father 
ef ſpirits, to whome bad already 
byn preſented the firſt fruites of 
their deuotions , though different- 
ly . S. Francs hauing byn aduerti- 
ſed of this her defire , and bauving 
heard the bruit of her vertues, and 
holyeffeions, delired allo exceey 
dingly t© ſee her , and to confetre 
With her, with intention to fri 
ſtrate the world of {o noble, and 
pretious a prey, to preſent her to 
our loueraigne redeemer, to ſerue 
him in ſome notable enterpriſe, ag 
preordayned of God to deſpoyle 
the great prince of the world. Net- 


ther did his diutne mateſty fayle,to 


Open vnto them borh the meanes 7 
to attaine therennto : he in{pired 


tis vertuous Woman to rely ypon,. | 
©] 


| 


7 


Glor1ons virgin $. Clare. 17 
a very honorable & grane matron, 
that governed her in her houſe, as 
her Mother , Andtothe end that 
tis holy purpoſe might not be (i- 
niſterly interpreted of men, and to 
hinder publike murmure,(he went 
out of her Fathers houſe with this 
S00d woman, & found out the ho« 
ly Father; by the feruour of whoſe 
pious di{courfes , ſhe was preſente 
ly ioflamed with divine loue, and 
moues by his holy aRtions which 
the admired, as ſeeming vnto her 
to be more then humane;and there 
fore ſhe began very exquilitely to 
diſpoſe herlelfe to the etfeAting of 
the wordes of the holy ſeruant of 
God; who hauing very lovingly 
 1ntertained her, began to preach 
vnto hertie co:empr of the world, 
and by cuident realon to demon» 

{trace 
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16 The hfe of the 
ſtrate vnto her ,thatall the beauty 
of thipges preſentis bat a vanity , 
Glied with falſe-, and deceitfull 
hopes. Then he perſuaded vata 
| herpure cares, the honourable & 
amiable Eſpouſall of Ieſus Chriſt, 
and counſailed herto colerue thoſe | 
molt pretious: pearles of virginalt | 
purity , for that plorigus Spouſe, | 
whoout of the loue he bace tothe 
world; being God became man, & | 
would be borne of a virgin. 
This holy Father (ollicited this | 
aflayre, and played: the part of s | 
erue Paraaymph,& Embaſſadaur | 
of the heauenly King , The holy | 
virgin on her {ide beginning alrea» 
dy to taſt the ſweetnes of contenws | 
plation, and the proofe of the eter« | 
Dailioyes; the world beginning to | 
| leeme yato her yile, god contempe 
tible , 


Glorious virgin $8, Clare. xs 
tible , as indeed it is, ſhe as it were 
melted for the lone of her celeſtia 
all ſoouſe , whometſhe already de. 
fired withall her hart. Thece forths 
therfore ſhe deſpiſed pretious tons 
Jewells, gold , ſumptuous appare 
rell, all other worldly trash as filth, 
and dunpe, and abiorcing the de 
teſtable delights of the flesh, she 
reſolued intterly to dedicate here 
ſeit a l;juely temple to Teſus Chriſt, 
& to take him for the only ſponſe 
of her body and ſoule, and ſo.ſub= 
mitting herſelfe wholly, and total 
ly to the counſayles of the glorious 
father S.Pranc#,him,next after our 
Lord,ſhe tooke for guid, and dire- 
Qor of her life, | 


B ; How 
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How S. Francis drew the virgin 
S. Clare out of the world , and 
made her Relzgious : 


CHAP... FIT. 


N b.:to the end the moſt. 
cleare mirrour of her ſoule 
. might not be ſtayned , and: 
blemiſhed yvichb the duſt of this 
world, and thatthe contagiousſes 
euler life did not corrupt her innoe 
cency , the holy Father prudently 
ingeauoured to ſequeſter this -vir- 
gin from worldly people., And the 
ſolemany of ypalme-fonday appra- 
ching , tbe holy Eſpouſe of Ieſus 
Cri, with a preat feruour of ſpi- 
rit , repayred to this man of God , 
and 


Glorious virgin $. Clare. 16 
and moſt inſtantly demaunded of 
him , when , and how, {be ſhould 
make her retyrefrom the world > 
wherupon the holy Father orday= 
ned , that on the day of the ſayd 
fealt the ſhould goeto the proceſſie 
on of Palmes with the people, dec= 
ked ,and adorned the molt zichly, 
and gorgioufly that the could pro. 
cure, and the night following go= 
ing out of the Citty , and withal}, 
out of al conner(ation ofthe world, 
She should change ſecular pleaſurs 
into Jamentations cf the patton ob 
our Lord . 

Paime-fonday being come , the 
$\orivus S, Clare went in the com= 
pany of her mother,and other La- 
oyes to the preat Charch , where 
there hapned a matter worthy go be: 
r:c0:ded, as cot done withouttbe 
By © Proute 


20 The life of the - 
prouidence of the diuine goodnes, 
which was, that all the other La« 
dyes poing , as is the cuſtome of 
taly , to take holy Palme, and $. 
Clare, out ofa virginall bashfulnes, 
remayning alone without mouing 


toprepare herſelfe for effeQipg 
commanndment of the holy 


the world,in honeſt company. But 
it ſeeming to her impoſſible to goe 
forth at the ordinary , and chiefeſt 
doore of the houſe , ſhe bethought 
| Herſelfe to take the benefit of 4 
backe doore , which ( though it 


were dammeg,and cloſed yp with | 
To OT". 
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Father , and to make a gloriouyg | 
flight, and honorable retyre from | 


out ofher place,the Biſhop deſcen- | 


ded frd theſteps of his ſeate, 8 put | 
imo her hand a branch of Palme. 
The night approaching ſhe be- 


the 
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Glormus virom $. Clare. At 
ole ſtones , and mighty blocks) 
e with an admirable courage , 3 
force rather of a (trong man , then 
ofa tender yong woman , herſelfe 
broke open , Thus then leavin 
her Fathers houſe, her Citty,kind- 
red, and friendes,(he with extraor- 


| dinary ſpeed arriuedatthe Church 


of our Lady of Anpels, where the 
Religious,that in the bonſe of God 
were imployed in pious watchings, 
receiued, with burning wax bolts 
tm their handes, this holy virgin, 
that fought her ſpouſe , and redee= 
mer Teſus Chriſt with a lampe not 
ext ,and empty , but filled with 
dinine loue : and incontinently in 
theſelfe-ſame houre and place,has 
wing left, and abandoned the im<- 
purityes of Babylon , ſhe gaue 
the world the ticket of defiance , 
ol BY © and 


2% The trfe of the 
and vtter adieu before the Altar 
of the ſoueraigne Queene of An« 
pells; where the glorious Farher'S, 
Francs , inſpired of God , & neg- 
leQins ail other worldly reſpeRts, 
cot off her hayre : then he cloathed 
her with a poore habit of the order, 
_ comanding thelewels,% Zn rok 
attire which [he brought, to be gi- 
ven to the poore of leſus Chriſt, lt 


had not beene indeed convenient, 


that the new Order of floriſhing 
virginity towardes the end of the 
world , ſhould otherwife-begin , 
then in theAnpelical pallaceof that 
moſtImmaculate Queene, who be- 
fore had alone byn a mother, and 
a virgin, and conſequently more 
worthy thea all others vvharſoe- 
UCC, | was MT 

lo we yery ſame place had the 
 - 4 noble 
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noble Chiualry of the poore of Ie- 


fas Chriſt, the Friars Minors, their 
beginninge , vader the valourous 
Captaine S, Francs, to the endit 
might euidently appeare , that the 
Mother of God in this her habita- 
tion ingendred, and produced the 
one and the other Religion, And (a 
ſoone as this new Eſpoule had re- 
c:tued the babir, & cnlignes of ho- 
ly penance, before the Aultariof the 
moitiacred virgin Mary, the huble 
ſeruit was accepted by Ieſus Chriſt 
for his Eſpouſe, and the glorious 


Father S- Francs conduRed herto 


the monaſtery of S. Paulin Ailifie 


um, where were Religious wome 


of the order of S, Benxer ; there ta 


remaine til] almighty God bad pro- 
\ vided anther monaſtery , 
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24 The life of the 


How wich the kindred of $. Clare 


laboured to renreher from Re- 
lrown : and how she was condy- 
ded to S. Damian. 


CHAP. Y: 


£1n ynderſtanding what the 

'had done, and the bruit of 

ber reſolution being diuulged on 
uer all the Citty , many of the 
friendes of her Father and: Mos 
ther aſſ-mbled , and conſulted 
to preuent this yertuous virgin of 

- her holy reſolution; and coming 


T H x kindred ofthis holy vire 


| tothe monaſtery of the Religious 


of Saint Bennet , Whither ſhe was 


by 


zetired , they purpoſed to execute - 


Glorrous virgin $.Clizre. 2% 
by violence , what they could not 
compaſſe by humane policy , trys 
ing their forces againſt the meeke 
lambe of Ieſus Chriſt, and by their 
malice & peruerſe counſell ſeekin 
to de]lude that ſimple doue ;the wh: 
they make her deceiptful promiſes, 
exhorting her to retire herſelfe fro 
ſuch baſe condition,and abieQion, 
demonſtrating ynto her,that it was 
a matter vaworthy her noble deſ- 
cent , and that the like never hap« 
ned in the Citty « But the virgin 
firme and ſtable in Ieſus Chriſt, 
approaching to the Altar, diſcoue- 
red her haireleſſc head, alleadping, 
that ſhe could no more be lepara- 
ted frothe ſeruice of Ieſus Chriſt, 

for whoſe loue ſhe had already for- 

ſaken all the world , & themſelues 
alfa: and the more they tormented 


ty God make appeace , how much 


26 ' The he of the 
her, the more was her hart infla« 
med in the loue of God,and of ber 
ſweet ſpouſeleſus Chriſt, who ſup- 
plyed her with new forces to re« 
fiſt , Thus for many dayes togea« 
ther diſturbed with many iniuries, 
ſhe indured great contradidttqns in 
the way of God : and albeit her 
kindred perſeuered in their at- 
temptsto withdraw her from her 
pious deſigne , her feruour yet did 
neuer wax cold,nor ber hart teble: 


but on the contrary , ſo many in- 


Lurious wordes,and violent threats 
did ſo much confirme her confi- 
deace in God, that ber kindred 
were conſtrayned to forbeare any 
more to vexe, and diſquiet her, 
retyriog themſelucs as all alhamed, 
& confounded . 1 bus did almigh- 


the 
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Glorious virgin $. Clare. 27 
the power of thoſe that are his, 


though of themſelues feeble , did 


exceed the ſtrong , and puiſlant of 
the world. - 

But in regard that her ſoule had 
not perfe& repoſe in that place , 
(he was by the holy Father S. Frart- 
ci placed in the church of S. Dami- 
an,and there,as in a fecret harbour 
and ſecure, the caſt the anker of 
hec ſoule neuer changing place,ne- 
ther in reſpeC of the gre: reſtraint 
therof,nor for feare of folirude,this 
Church being without the: Citty , 
This was the Church in repacatis 
Wherof theGlorious S, Praness la. 
boured in the beginning of his con- 
verſion: and Where he did alſo o+ 
fler money to the Chaplaine to 
repayreit : this holy Father' being 
once allo in this Church,agd pray- 
- ing 


Y — EIT I KITE, 
<—_ _ _-—_ TYP Up4B - _— ” oy —_ 5 
pod : WY aeb6a_D "_Y —Y ROY CH PIR þ bay. 5 I" FOES —LÞ 2% SEELEES EA _ 
py LR LIE OD 8 ” . = wot 
s p 4 . X - _ y > ©3 ; $64 
yan : w « oe 4... us vane 
ft 


2 EI CITES oe 4 
WT 


a8 The life of the 


ing with aboundance of tears, me. 
rited to heare the voyce of the cr 
cifix , before which he was, that 
thrice reiterated vnto him : Goe 
Francis, and repayre my houſe, 
Which , as thou ſeeſt , is ready to; 
fall. The glorious virgin Clare, for 
the loue of her heauenly ſpouſe, 
ſhut herſelfe yp in that lictle place,; 
and there impriſoned herſelfe du- 
ring her life, ſequeſtring her body 
* a theturbulent tempeſt of the 
zorld , This filaered Doue there 
building her neſt in the concauities 
of that Church, ingendred the col- 


ledge of virginsof our Lord Ieſus 


Chriſt, & there inſtituting a holy 


.conuent , gaue a beginning to the 


order of poore Religious womens 
And thus being ſetled inthe way of 
pennange , ſhe bruized the _—_ 
turtes 


Glorrous virgin $. Clare. 29 
turfes of her members, with the 
coulter of the Crofle , and perfe&- 
ly owed the (ſecede of fanRtity and 
iuſtice, making with her very foule 
Repps and traces of yertuous proe 
_ , for them: that were to folk 
ovv her . 


How the virgin Agnes , fiter to S. 
Clare, was by her feryent pray- 
ers connerted:and of the perſecu- 
1zons the indured by her kindred; 
ang how she was miraculouſly 

freed of them . 


, CC Han TL 


IA 1NT Clare had a younger 
'Ifiſter , who both in regard of 


bloud & of poucrty,was really 
TE THe 


30 The life of the 


her ſiſter ; and (he exceedingly des: 
ſiring the converſion ofthis. yaung 


virgin,neuer failed in her moſt fer+ 
uent deuotions, Which in her fir{t 
dayes ihe offered roalmighty God; 
as feruently $&& deuoutly as she page 


9ibly could, with a perfeR zeale ; 


to beſeech him, that as {he had li. 


ned with. her ſiſter in the world, 


there might be alla betweene them 
an holy ynion of body , & will, in 


his fernice;zmoſt initantly importus. 


ning him to make it appeare toher 


{iter , whome $she had left in her 


mothers houſe, Whata notozious 
deiuderthe world is, & how ful of 
diſcontenment : & on the cantrary 
how iweet , and plcaſant is Jeſus 


Chriſt; and that copſcquently;he 
woulc plcaſeto change ber deſired” 
reſojytion of carnall inarriage, and 


caule 
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Glorious virgin 8. Clare. 3y 
cauſe her to imbrace the vnion of 

divine loue, and to take for hee 

ſpouſe the King of glory. Now in 

regard that onr Lord had already 

ſetled ſuchan amity betweene theſe 

two ſiſters , that their ſeparation 

Was atflictiue & troubleſome ynto 

them , (though then their deſires 

& willes were farre different) he 

made no delay to fauour this his 

poore ſuppliant, and devour fer= 

uant, enen 1n this her firſt petition, 
Which she fo inſtantly required of 
bim, and: which bis diuine maleſty 

| foreadily graunted, 

\ Sixteene dayes then after her 

converſion , her ſitter Agnes in« 

ſpired of God , with a ſtrong ang 

prompt reſolution gauea flip, and 
farewell to the world, & came to 

| her liter Gare, to w3d Ciiconering 

| - the 


22 The life of. the 
the ſecrets of ber hart ,she ſaid ſhe 


was reſolued to ſerue Godin her. 


company:whichtheglorious Cine 
vnderſtanding , she moſt amiably 
imbraced ber,and with a very oye 
Full & contented countenance (aid? 
_ my moſtdeare Siſter, I giue infinie 
thankes to our Lord Tetus Chrifty/ 
that it hath pleaſed-bim to heare' 
me , and deliuer me from the affli- 
on I endured for your ſake, Thire' 
noble canuerſionof Agnes, by thes 
prayers of her {iſter Chlars, was (&s, 
conded by as many contraditions 
of her kindred, as that of S, Clare's, 
but theſe bleſſed ſiſters (eruing our 
Lord Iefus Cheiſt, and imitating 
his ſtepps, ſhe that had moſt talk of 
God , and-was in higher propreſle, 
inſtruRed her ſiſter Nouice , Theis 
Kindred Knowing that A gues _ 
Wi 
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wich her iter Clare, twelue mer 
of their neereit bloud, as Brothers, 
wncles,and coſen germanes alleme 
bledto aflaule them , and to come 
bat the Eſpouſes of leſus Chriſt, 
The day following then, with an 
extreme rage and fury they came 
to thoſe holy virgins, yet at their. 
firſt coming didembling theirlewd 
intention, they ſhewed them ſome 
fauorable countenance : then ad= 
dretting themſelues to the virgin 
Agnes , deſpayring of all hope ta 
withdraw $. Clare from her holy 
purpoſe, they demaunded of her, 
 wherfore the was retyred into that 
Place? the willed herto deliberate, 
and reſolue to retourne With them 
to her Fathers houſe : whereto ſhe 
anſwered , that ſhe was reſolued , 


(the grace of God allfting her) 
—_ tg 
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to remayne With her ſiſter : Which 
anſwere one of them diſdayning 
full of pafhion , and tranſported 
with choler,took her by the haice, 
and gaue her many blowes with 
his feet and fiſtes; then vſed all his 


' forceto pull her out of the place, 
which at length by the help of o« | 


thers be performed: for taking her 

in their armes , they forcibly tray-+ 

led herout. 
But this little daughter of Teſus 


Chriſt, ſeing berſelfe violently wre- | 


ſted by thoſe furious iyons out the 
armes of her God , the began to 
cry to her ſiſter , Help me ſiſter, & 
permit menot to be ſeparated fro 
our Lord Iefas Chriſt , and .your 
louing company . Her carnall kin» 
dred trayled a long the valley this 
virgin of Ieſus Chriſt 2g1xynſt wa 
will, 


Glorious virgins ; Clire, 2. 
will, and indeſpight of her feeble , 
though couragious reſiſtance, ren- 
ting her. cloathes from her tender 
body. lnthe meane while S. Clare, 
ynable by other meanes to reliene 
her ſiſter , had recourſe to prayer , 
with aboundance of teares , beſee= 
chins God to vouchſafe topgiuea 
couragious confidence , to her ſt- 
ſter , that his diuine fauour defen= 
ding his faythfull ſeruant, humane 
forces might be ouercome:ang'our 
Lord heard her, For atthe inſtante 
of her prayer , the bgdy of the 
virgin {Agnes miraculouſly became 
ſo weighty, that her kindred were 
at iength inforced to leaue her on 

the ground : and albeit ſo many 

men , and their feruantes,, put all 
their f:rces to hift ber vp,yer could 
they neu doe it, but called labou- 

GC 2 rers, 
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a/Eſt them, yer their great number 
no more auayled thenthe leſle, .. 


_ . Finally the forces fayling of her | 
Eindred, and thoſe that attempted | 


go aſſt thera , they acknowledged 
.the miracle, though ornefally, 
:Jaying : it is no maruayle.thou 
| the beſo weighty,having layne 


Clare after her prayer, ariving, 
: deſought her kindred eo forbeare 
in yune tocontend with God 


to leaue her the care of ker Ofer 
Who | 


L | 
vightas lead . Whereupon Signgy | 
_ Monaldoheryncle in extreme paſll« | 
-pn lifting 'e his acmes to ({{rike | 

relently felt an extreme | 
_ _payne therein, which did notgpe | 
y torment him for the preſent, ' 
but a long tyme after . Then,S, | 


| 


| 


Ters ,and workemen of the ying. | 
yards that wrought theraboors zo | 


l 


| 


| 
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&ho lay as balfe dead , They per- 
ceiuing their labour loſt to hin« 
der their pious reſolution , be- 
ing exceedingly vvearyed , lefe 
the ewo ſiſters togeather.. The 
troup then being departed , the 
tormented Agnes aroſe from the 
pround ,full of ioy in Teſus Chriſt, 
for whoſe loue ſhe had fought ,'8 
*onercome in this her firſt canfli® 
22aigft the world, and his prince 
the Diuell,by fauour and affiſtance 
_ of digine prace ; & her ſiſter aſkin 
* her how ſhe felt herſelfe , ſhe anſ= 

wered , that: yorvithfanding all 
the atfliftion' they had procured 
. herby buffzes, beatings , ſpurnes 
"with their feet & fiſtes, tearing her 
by the hayre, trayling her through 
 Nony wayes,ſhe bad feltina man= 
Ker gothing, efpecially by the ver- 

thy LI: "T3 | we, 
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tue., and force of diaine grace , and 


next by the merits of her good 
prayers, Shortly after the holy Fa« 
ther S, Francs cut of her haice, ſhe 
retayning ſtill her proper name of 


Agnes,in memory of the innocent. 


lambe leſus Chriſt , who offering 
himſelfe in ſacrifice to his Father, 
gaue reſiſtance tothe world, fought 
valerouſly, and ouercame : and fo 
the holy Farher infirufed her with 
her ſiſter , and taught her the way 
of God in ſuch ſort , that ſhe ſoin« 
creaſed, and profited in Religion , 
& all vertue, and ſanity , thatſhe 
Was antdiiration to althe workds 
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Of the '"miltty of the Virgin Sagnt 
Clare. | 


GHAT-.- VIE 


Rorov ND humility was 
the firſt aſſured ftone, & foun- 
dation , Which the holy virgin 
layd in the beginning of her Reli= 
on, after (he had begun to labour * 
in the way of God, foto aduance, 
and ſet forward the building of all 
other yertues , She yowed Obedi= 
etce ynto S. Frantss , Which vow 


in all her life, ſhe never tranſpres 


fed, and for three yeares after hee 
conuerſion, ſhe deſired rather with 
great humility to be ſubie@, then a 
Superior, (haniog the title, & office 
G4 a6 
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of Abbefſe,taking more content to 
ſerue among the ſeruants of Tefus 
Chriſt, then to be ſerued . But be. 
#ng at length by the holy Father S. 
Prancs; thereunto conſtrained , ſhe 
wncertooke the poucrnment of the 
Religious, which hred in her bare 
Tnore feare , then preſumption : ſo 
chat ſbe rather continued , and be- 
camea ſeruant,then free from ſub- 
ieQion , For the more ſhe ſeemed 
to be rayſed tothe office, and title 
of dionity, the more did ſhe repute 
Herſeife vile, and the more ſhewed 
| Herlelfe ready to ferue, and made 
herſelfe more-contemptible then | 
all her religious, both in habit and 
baſe ſeruice , She diſdayned not to 
doe the office of feruants , giving | 
| Water to.the Religious to 'waſh, 
Whom ſbemade oftca to fir, herſelf 
ſanding, 


Gloriows virgin S. Clare. 4x 
ftanding , and ſeruing them at 
table, | 
When ſhe commannded any 
thing , it was vowilliogly , rather 
deſiring to do, then to commaund 
others .She performed to the ſicke 
| all kind of ſeruices , were they ne- 
uer ſo loathſome,as to makecleane 
any thing that was defiled or foule, 
iþunning with ſo worthy a ſpirit al 
pleaſant, and delightfull aRions, 
neuer abhorring , or deſdaynin 
the moſt offenfrus ſmells. She o* 
ten waſhed the feete of the lay fie 
. Ners,whechey came from abroad , 
made them cleane , and with great 
_ "humility kiſſed them . It one time 
chaunced , that wasbing the feete 
' Of a (eruant, and offering to kifle 
them,the ſeruant vnwilling to pers 
__ mitſuch humility,pulled var bee 
No ics 0 
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therewith, that on th 
mildly tooke 
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of the voluntary pouerty of the Vir- 
gin S. Clare, and of her zeale 


to that holy verine. 
CHAP. VEIL 


Ht s holy virgin made an ye 


weene her pouerty in all ex= 
ternall thinges , and her holy 
pouerty of ſpirit ; and firſt at the 
beginning of her converſion the 
made ſale of her patrimony , and 
bicth-right, all which diſtributing 
ynto the poore of leſus Chriſt , ſhe 
reſerued nothing to herſelfe , Ha- 
uing ſo abandoned all the world 


exteriourly, and laciched ber ſoule. 


intee 


nion & correſpondence bets 


44. The lfe of the 
iateriourly freed from theburthen 
of worldly affayres, the ran farte 
more lightly after Iefus Chriſt, and 
thereby contraQted ſuch an invuios 
lable amity with holy pouerty,that 
the would haue poſſeſkon of no 0+ 
ther thing then her glorious ſpouſe 
Jeſas Chriſt, nor would ſhe per- 
mit her-ſpicituall daughtersto 

fle(ſe any thing els, And with- this 
Euigelical trattque,(he purchaſed 
che moſt pretious pearle of celeftis 
all deſire, in place of all the-oth&t 
thinges , which ſhe had' ſold, -ac- 
knowledging, that the ſame could 
in- no ſort be ijnioyed togeather 
With the diſtraQion , and oecupa« 


gion of exmporall-things;”)' *- 

| Giuing inſtru tons to her Relie 
gious,, ſhe would ſometimes fay 
vato them z that this their —_— 
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my ſhould be then grateful to 
and become very rich in pouers 
ty,and ſhould by ſuch meanes con» 
ſerue it felfe firme and Rable , if it 
werealwayes fortifyed , and enuj» 
roned with the rampiers & ſtrong 
bulwarkes of pouerty.She alſo ad- 
moniſhed her beloued daughters 
in our Lord Teſus Chriſt, to cone 
forme chemſelues to him , lying 
poorein the bed of pouerty , who 
was no ſooner borne, but was by 
the moſt ſacred virgin his' Mother 
layd in a ſtraite Cribbe , y 

. . ' Now deficing to call her Rule 
by the tytle of Pouerty , ſhe de- 
maunded of Pope Innocent the 
fourth the priuiledge of Poverty, 
whoasa magnanimous Prelate re- 


E 10y6ingat the great feruour of this 
Avly virgin,exceedingly commene 


ded 
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46 The lifeof ihe 
ded this her deuotion , afluri 
himſelfe that the like priviledge 
kad neuer byn demaunded of the 
Apoſtolikeſea. And to the end a 
new &extraordinary fauor might 
anſwere this new and vnacuſto= 
med demaund,the holy Pope with 
an exceeding contentment vvrote 
With his owne hand the firſt Pate 
tentof the priviledges which Pope 
Gregory the niath his predeceſſor 
of holy memory had allo done, 
who With a Fatherly afieQion lo 
uving this Eſpoule of leſus Chriſt, 
once gaue her counſayle, in con= 
fGideration of diuers alterations of 
ratters , and the ſtrange events of 
tyines, yea and in regard of the pe- 
rilis of future ages, to be content 
enat ber Order might haue ſome 
poſlcthons:, himicite offerirg to 
boftrow 
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beſtow it vpon them : but ſhe cour 
ragiouſly withſtood it, and as a 
true, poore,and legitimate dauph-» 
ter of the holy Patriarch poore S. 
Francs, would neuer accord there- 
ynto . 

The Pope alleadging, that if ſhe 
feared the breach of her vow, he 
would abſolue her theerof : but 
this virgin anſwered very humbly 
in this manner-Holy Father I (hall 
be very ioyfull,, if it pleaſe your 
Holynes to abfolue me of all my 
ſinnes, but to free me from perfor- 
ming the Counſayles of God, I 
W1ll accept no ablolutiongT his ho- 
ly virgin with an exceeding ioy re- 
celued the morſels of bread which 
the Religious brought from beg- 
ging ,and had gotten for the loue 
of God : but ſhe was much trou- 
bled, 
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libouring much to cooforme her: 
felfe inall things to perfe& ponere, 
ty with him, who was poorly and- 
nakedly Crucified: 8 in ſuch ſort, ; 
that no tranſitory thing might at; 
any tyme ſeparate the moſt poore: 
vir2in from her beloned , nor hins: 
der her from ber moſt ardent fer- 


we 
_ 
_ 
P . 
fy 


uour to follow our Lord Lleſus 
.Chriſt . 


Of the wiracles of the pou 
ghorins $. Clare. 


CHAP. IX? 
| Pris: one day that the giov 


rious virgin S, Clare knew , that 
there was but one loafe of bread 
ce 


of 


eriy of the: 


in her Conent, and fo the hou 


bled , when ſhe ſaw whole loauesy - 


| 
| 
| 
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of dinner being come,ſhecalled the 
ſiſter that wasthe Deſpenſier , and 
willed herto cut the-loafe ſhe had 
in hercoſtody intwo, and to ſend 
theone halfe to the Religious thas 
were Without, andto keep the 0+ 
ther for themſclues, vyvhereof ſhe. 
ſhould make fifty portions, there 
being ſe-many Rehgious, & them 
ſhoutd (etityponthe table of po« 
nerty : whereunto the Deſpenſier 
an{wered , that the miracles of le= 
ſus Cheift were needfull ro make 
ſo many portions of ſo ſmall quan+ 
tity of bread : but S, Clare replyed, 
ſaying , Daughter doc only whas 
I doe comaund thee « 

e*T he ſiſter went preſently to es 
file& the commaundmet of her Ab- 
delle, whainthe meane while tos 
$<3KKb With all the other Religi- 

| "> oo 
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= applyedthemſclaes to prayes; 


Ramlyby his infinir bounty the 


entingtheir de notion S, &: tears: 
to their ſpouſe Iefus Chriſt;and the 


litle morſells ofbread ſoaugmens. 


ted inthe handes of the Deſpenſier 


ligious C : 


hat they ſuliced to feed al the Re- 


It hapned another tyme thaethe 
Jernantes 'of Jeſas Chriſt wanted- 


oyle , ſo that they had riot ſfuffrcio 
ent to drefle meate forthe ficke'.S, 
Clare being aduertiſed of this neces | 
MÞty tooke a pot, which (as miſtri4 - 


of humility )ſhe waihed with her” 
owne bandes, then fent' it to.'the'\ 
zurne Wheele,thata Religious mani” 


there might take ir, topo, and de= 
inaud oylefor the loue of God. Ha- 
uing to this effeQcauſed a Religi- 
'©us mato becalled to ſend him,(as 
matters 
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matters doe not ſucceed as men 
propoſe, but according tothe pleg= 
ſure of the diuine , and mercifull 
prouidence) S,Clare hauing recom- 
mended this neceſſity to Almigh- 
ty God, the ſayd Religious found 
the pot full of pure oyle ; which 
perceiuing he thought the Religi« 
ous within had required it Withe 
ontneed; & with a kind of-mur- 
mure he ſayd ; I know not why the 
ſiſters haue called me , their pot 
being ful of oyle:ſo thatthe miracle 
was diſcouered, Almighty God did 
often alſo by extraordinary means 
ſupply the neceſktyes of his poore 
ſeruants by the raeritorious pray= 
ers Of 9. Clare. FM 
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Of the aufere mortifications ; ali. 
frinences, and faſts of S, Clare, 


CHAP, X. 


F Doubt whether it be notmors 
Þ <xpedient,to conceale , thento 
dinujge the admitable afflittis 
on , and rude petinance of S. Clare, 
becauſe this holy virgin hath pet» 


formed ſuch extreme mortificati- | 


ons , that many , who ſhall reade 
them , acknowledging theinſelues 
cowardes, and ouercome in. this 
eonfli&, (as weareall ) and put 
into admiration of theſe tnaratys» 


lous aftes , will perhapps call ih | 
queſtion her proweſſe, which is to | 


| TELLOS- 
_ oppugne the very truth , 1s it not 
a great mater , that yſing ons on- 


TIP — PII > 9 Ty ern _ 


ly 


2 


Glcriow virgin $. Clare. 532 
{y habit, all patched, and a poore 
cloake of the groſleſt cloath,ſhe r@- 
ther coyered -ber body, then de- 
fended it from the importunityes 
of the ſeaſons ? Butit is more ade 
mT that ſhe neuer wore ſtoc= 
kings, ſhooes,nor any. other thi 
on Ker feere alter ſhe became Rel. 
pious . It was alſo a ſtrange, matter 
that ſhe faſted daily, and neuer fay- 
led for whatſocuer occaſion that 
hapned . She nener Jay vpon mat- 
zrefſe , though that were no ſingu- 
ler prayſe voroher,, all her Religi- 
ous doing the tke.,, 
This eſpoule of leſus Chriſtwore 
more then the reſt , a hayre-cloath 
as great as balfe a tunicke, made of 
bogpes haire ,the haire being halfe 


ſhorne,next her fleſh, She allo wore 


a hayre-cloath , which @ Religious 
D3 _ very 
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Very immportunatly once borrowed 
of her,but proving it to be ſo ride, 
2nd ſharpe , ſhe reſtored it three 


dayes after to S. Clare more readi« 


I7,then ſhe had ioyfully borrowed 
it . Her ordinary bed was the bare 
pround, _ pt ſomtymes lhe ſlepr 
vpon dry branches or twigpes, Ve 
fing for a pillow a blocke of wocd, 
Bur in regard thatthe rigorous life, 
whet with ſhe afflifed her body , 
brooghe her to ſicknes, the hdly 
_ Father S. Prancs commanded her 
to lye vpori chafte , The rigour of 


her abſtinence in het faltes' was 


ſuch , that ſhe could not maintaine 


her body in life, (o little did the 
Eate; whetby it is caſy toiudgethat 


ſhe was ſviteyned by Uiuine Yer- 
__ SHI 
Whienſhe had her health, ſhe 
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faſted 


Glorions yergin $. Clare. by 
faſted all che Aduent, and Lent,8& 
from all Saints to Chriſtmas with 
bread and water, the ſondayes ex- 
cepted : and Which is more admi= 
rable, three dayes of the weeke, 
monday , wedneſday , and friday 
in the Lent, (he did eate nothing at 
all ; ſo that the commaundment of 
faſt, and the rigour of her yolun- 
tary mortification, ſeemed to haue 
a contrariety ech with other, be- 
cauſe ypon the eue of a commaun- 
ded feaſt, ſhe vied' but bread 8& 
water: neyther muſtit be admired, 
if ſuch a rigour of ſo long continu- 
ance bred many iofirmityes in this 
boly virgin , vvhich vvaſted ber 
farces, and ouerthrew all the natu- 
rel ftcength and health of her bo- 
Y » | >, 
_; The devout. Religious, daugh- 
Shs. 


Bs - Thebfſaofthe 
tersofthis holymother had exece- 
ding compaſſion of her, and they 
-bitterly 'lamented the voluntary 
procuring of her owne death : for 
remedy wherof ,S. Francts , &the 
Biſhop of AMſia forbad her thoſe 
three dayes of faſt , which: enery 
weeke the viually inflited: vpon 
Heeſelfe, and commaunded her not 
to paſle one day without takivg at 
deaſt an once and a halfe of bread, 
to conſerue her life . And albeit 
Such grieuous afflitions of the bo- 
dy doe accuſtome to breed alſo 
fome aifition tothe hart, yet did 
the contrary ſucceed in her; for ſhe 
carryed a conntenance ſo gratious 
and ioyfull mall her auſtcruies, 
that ſhe ſeemed eyther to haue no 
feeling of them jor not to feare a- 
Py laconuemience thereot ;.yea ſhe 
TE WR in 
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# a fort madelight of corporall af- 
fiitios: w bich ſfuthcietly demoſtra- 
red , that the ſpirituall ioy., wher- 
with ſhe was interiouly nourithed, 
appeared exteriourly in her holy 
face , becauſe the true Joue of the 
hart maketh always corporall affli- 
Gionseaſy and light, | 


Of the devotton., and ſprrituall pro- 
fit , which the fame of the Glo- 
rwus $. Clate procured oxer all 
3heworld.. 


CHAP. YL 


H x fame of S, Clare began 
within little eyme to ſpread 
ouer all Iraly , which cauſed 
Women from all partes to begin t9 
| Ds run 
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run after the odour of the pretious 
liquour ofher SanQiity . The Vire 
pins after her example approached 
vato leſus Chriſt, and made him 
preſents of their virginity : marry- 
ed yyomen endeauoured to live 
more cbaſt and vertuouſly:gentle- 
women and Ladyes, contemning 
_ their fayre houſes, and ſumptuous 
tables, ſhut themſc]ues into mona« 
ſeries, eſteermqing it a great glory 
to live tn (tri& pennance for the 
loue of Ieſus Chriſt. This Saint was 
alſo a ſpur vnto men to excite in 
them a vialent feruent, and princis 
pally to youth , that began to take | 
courage in the contempt of the 
world , & by exiple of the.frayler 
ſexe, to fight agaynſt the tempta= 
tions ,and deceipifyll pleaſures of 
the Rell, Many marcyed perigns 
7] Wl 
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rule, $, Clare by her exipke produ- 


Glorious v17gth S. Clare. 
with mutuzMl confent obliged th<- 


ſe]nesto conrtinency , the men en- 


eerirg into conents of men, & the 
women into monaſteties of Relie 
ious Women . The mother indu- 


_ced the daughter to ſerne Iefus 


Chriſt, the daughrer the mother , 
one ſiſter another, &briefly ech one 
by a holy enuy deſired to ſerueTe. 
ſus Chriſt , all of them ſeeking ro 


. participac@ of the enangelicall Iife , 


which by this Eſpoufe of Teſus 
Chriſt vvas demonſtrated ynta 
thern , fo 

_ Aninfinite naber of virgins, that 


by bee famewere induced to piety, 
wvnable to become Religious ,or to 


leaue their fathers houſes,indeano- 
red yet to live there tnore religion- 
Ny , leading @ regular life without 


ced 
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ced ſuch & ſo mavy briches of ſa}. 


uation, thatit ſeemed the ſaying of 


the Prophet was to be accompli= 
ſhed in her.:The fruits of the de(o» 


late, and barren are farre greater, 


then of themarryed ,Whiles theſe 


., 
_ 


matters thus proceeded. in. Italy,, 
the deſcent of this beneaiion, 


which diſtilled downe in the valley 
of Spoletum , grew by diuine pros. 


uidence to {o ſpatious and large 2a 


 Aood,thattheviolent current ther- 


of ouerflowed al the Cittyes of the 


holy Church , ſo that the oouelty 
of ſuch admirable things, was ſpee=. 
gily dialged ouer all the world , & 


with ſuch proj , and admiration 
Paue ſuch ſplendour , that the ne- 
eureof her vertues filled the cham- 


bers of great Ladies with beames of 


yalpeakable charity ,and penetra- 


ted 
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ged eucn into the chambers of preaq 
Dutcheſſes: yea thoſe moſt pure 
beemes of her brightnes pierced 
into the very cabinetts of Queenes, 
and Princeſſes ; and that in ſuch 
ſort , that eminency of bloud, and 
height of nobility ſubmitted, and 
gebaſed-it fſelfeto follow the ltepps 
of this glorious virgin , many reie- 
Qing the greatnes of their honbur, 
and the ſublimity of their eſtares ; 

ſo that ſome Ladyes, who could 
baue byn marryed to Kings and 
Dukes, induced by the fame of S, 
Clare , tooke vpon them the. pra» 

Riſe of rift pennance, and ma-« 

ny already marryed.to men of 
oreat nobility , deſired in their e- 
Nate to imitate this ſeruaant of Ieſus 
Chriſt . | 7 
_ An iafinit number alſovf Citties 
hos | Were 


62 _ Thebfe of the 
were by this exiple adorned with 
monaſteries of young women :the 
fieldes;, and mountaynes Were en- 
riched and inobled with the ſtru- 
Qures of thelſe celeſtial] buildings ; 
The exerciſe and honour of chaſli- 
ty did multiply in the world, S. 
 Clarecarrying the ſtidard of the or- 
der of virgins,which being thenal- 
moſt extinguiſhed , she reſtored to 


perfe&ion, renewing it by theble- 


fed flowres of herexample & con- 
verſation . But returning to the hi- 
ſtory , let vs ſpeake of the perfeQi- 


on of the prayer of this glorious 
virgin, by meanes wherof ſhe o0b-. 


teyned of God fo great Praces for 
her ſelfe, and hee daughters, 


of 
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Of the feruent and perfelt prayer of | 
the virgin S. Clare . 


CHAF:' ALL. 


S Saint Clare wasmortifyed 
'A in her fleſh, and farre more 
from all corporall recreati- 
ons, ſo did ſhe cotinually buſy her- 
ſelfe in deuotivns , and divine . 
prayſes. This virgin had fixed, 8& 
imprinted the (ubtility of her 'fer- 
uentdefice inthe eternall light,and- 
as ſhe was remote from earthly oc- . 
cupations, and rumors ,ſfo did ſhe 
the more largely dilate rhe boſome 
of her foule to the influence of di- 
uine prace , She continued inlon 
prayer together with her religious 


ater Complin ,the rivers ofteares 


that 


? 
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that owed from hereyesawaking. 
and batbing rhe harrs ofher come 
panions : when the fleep of other 
oauec her opportunity to be ſolita« 
ry,being often in prayer, she wold 
lay her face agaynſt the earth ba» 
thed with teares, kiſEng it ſweetly, 

and with ſuch contentment, that 
| sheſeemed alwayesto hofd in her 
armes her ſpouſe Ieſus Chriſt , at 
vyhoſe feere her teares trickled 
downe,and her kiſſes left their im- 
preſhons 

It hapned onetime, that as this 
holy'virgin powred out her teares 
in the ſilence of the njpht , the An» 
gel of darknes appeared yato her ia 
Egure of a blacke yourg man,ſfaye 
ing, 1f thou continueſt this extreme 
weeping thon wilt become blynd, 
waerto she anſwered, herhat wa 
cg 
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 Glorigus virgnn S. Clive, Gp 
ſee Gag, cannot be blyad : where 
with the diucll being confounded 
zanifhed & fled. The ſame nighg 
this Saint being in prayer aftee 
Mattines , all bathed in teares, thg 
Teprer appeared againe vato her , 
and ſayd, Weepe not ſo much, yne 
les thou wile baue thy. braynes ta 
' melt , and diſtill in ſuch fort, that 
thou ibalt Kal <p chem at thy EV es 
and noitrsls , Sc cherwith ſhall thy 
noſe be croked.. 5. C/are with great 
feruouranſwered him, ſaying, He 
thar ſerueti Iclus Chriit can baue 
no crookednes , and preſently the 
wicked ſpirit diſappeared, __ 
Many iigaesdid diſcouer , and 
make knowae the great alteration 
ſhe ceceiued in herlelfe , in feruour 
of her prayer, & how ſweet & dele- 
Qable rke divine bounty was yato 
FO. "oo " Yer 
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her in this oy 8 holy conuerſatis 
en : for when ſhe returned from. 
prayer,ſhe with admirablecontene-. 


met brought words inflamed with 


the fire ofthe altar of God , which- 
kindled the harts of her Religions, | 
and procured in them a great ad, 


miration At this extreme ſweetnes 


that appeared from of her face,. 
Tt 18 without doubt , that Almigh-: 


ty God had coupled, & conioyned 
his ſweetnes with her pouerty,and 
did manifeſt exteriorly in her ſoule 
What was interiourly repleniſhed 
with divine light. In this manner 
did ſhe ordinarily liue full of ſu= 
preme delights , paſſing ouer this 


deceiprfull world with her noble. 


ſpouſe Ieſus Chriſt, and being pla- 
ced ypon this wheele of motion, 
the was theron ſulteyned with an, 

7 aus 
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£Aurance , and firmity of-vertue , 
yery ſable 5 and preſerued with 
the celeſtiall ekeuation of her ſoule 
in the height of heane, keeping the 
rr25ſnre of glory ſecurely ſhut vp 
withina veſſel of fleſh heere below 
yronearth , 

_ This holy virgin accuſtomed to 
ca! vp the yongerReligious alittle 
LeforeMattines,& to awaken them 
with the ordinary ſigne , to excite 
them very often to prayſe God, All 
her Religious fleeping , the did 
watch , lighted the lampe , and 
rung at mattins, ſo that negligence 
found no entrance into her mona= 
ſtery : nor ſloath had there any 
Place . She al'o by the ſting of 
ſharpe reprehention , and of her 
lively and effeuail examples , ex- 
P:lled tepidity , and irkeſomnes 
E z in 
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in prayer , and the ſeruice of God; 


How the Mores were expelled the 
Monaſtery by the prayers of Saim 
Clare 0 S 


CHAP. XIII. 


Ht s being the place, where | 
we ſhould record the tmi+ 


racles of this holy virgin, it 
is not conueulient that we preter. 
mit them in Gilence; for as the mar- 


ueilous effeRs of her prayers wer6 | 


yeritable, ſo alſo are they worthy 
of honour and reverence , Irfthe 


time of the Emperour Federikethe 


ſecond, the holy Church in diuery 
places indured great perſecutions; 
but particulerly in the yalley*6f 


Spoleta;which being ſubje&eomhs. | 


| Roman 
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Gloriow virgin $. Clare, »y 
Roman Church, dranke of the ve- 
flel of wrath by this miſcheuous ty- 
rant , his Captaynes and fouldiers 
bu ſcattexed ouer the feildes as 
prafſe hoppers with ſword to:mur. 
ther people, and with fireto burne 
their houſes . The impiety of this 
Emperour did fo augment, that he 
bad aſſembled all the Mores that 
dyeltypon the mountaines , and 
among(t the deſerts, to make him- 
ſelfe the more fearefull to bis va= 
fells ; & after he bad by Jarge pro= 
miles gayned theſe Mores, and dif 
paſedof them in diuers places, he 
pauethem at length for retire a ye= 
ry, auncient , bur ruinated Citty , 


. - 0 3 
Which yet to this preſent is called 


| Mourades Mores:, Which they for= 


tified., and then thither retyred a- 


Ky © 
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who did much miſchiefe ouer all 


Apulia , and in other Chriſtian 
places . 

- Theſe enemyes of the faith of 
Ieſus Chriſt came one day vnex« 
peQedly towards the Citty of Aſi- 
fium , who being already cloſe at | 
the g2tes,, a oreat number of them 
came to the monaſtery of S. Damn. | 
az , asalewd and difloyall nation, 
that continually thirfteth after the | 
bloud of Chriſtians, and darethto | 
commit villanouſly ail kind: of | 
execrable a&tzs , without eyther | 
ſhame of men, or feare of God, | 
Theſe Mores theo brake even into 
the monaſtery of S. Clare , whers 
ſhe was with her Religious daugh- 
ecrs; who had their harts ſurpriſed 
with an extreme terror ; but. mack | 
more, whe they heard the _—_— 

an 
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and cry of thoſe dogges ſo necro. 
chem , ſo that they were euen dy= 
ing with the apprehenſion , not 
knowing Where to ſeeke relizfe, 
por of whome to hope for deliue= 
rancefro {o eminentperil,but only 
by the merits of their holy Mo=- 
ther , whome with infinit fighes & 
teares they aduertiſed of what 
they heard and ſaw, 

This holy virgin (though ſicke) 
incouraged her Religious , & cau- 
ſed herſzlfe with incredible cone 
| Rtancy to be carryed to the pate of 

- her monaſtery , atthe entry wher- 
of , in {ight of all her enemies , ſhe 
with great r2uerence placed the 
moſt bleſſed Sacrament of the Eu- 
chariſt in the Pix, before which fa!- 
ling proſtrate vpon the earth , ſhe 
With abonndance of  tegres thus 

/ E 4 fpake 
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Spake to her beloued'ſponſe Tefus 

2briſt + Is it poſhble (my God, 
thy will ihould be, that theſe thy 


fſeruants, who cannot vie material 


weapons to defend themſelges ; & 


whome I haue heere brought vp; 
and nourſed in thy boly loue, 


ſhould now be delivered intothe 
power of the infidell Mores*O my 
God preſerue them if thou pleaſe, 
and melikewiſe; for albeit thy di- 
une matle(ty hath commntted them 
to my gouernemenr,yet it is not in 
my poWerto defend them) from fa 
oreata peril, fith this proteCtion 
cannot be, but by a worke vfthine 
omnipotency : therfore doe I re« 
commer them to thy divine mas 
zeſty with al the affeQion that lam 


able. F 


As ſoone a8 this holy yirgin had 
| ſent 


ns 


Gloriows virgin[S$ . Clare, ys 
ſent theſe prayers vnto heauen , 
te heard a voice fo delicate, as if it 
had bin of a ſucking child that ſaid, 
Iwil prote& you for ever. T he ho- 
ly-mother did not yet give ouer to 
preſct her prayers laying: my God 
I bambly beſeech thee, if ſoit be 
thy holy will , to preſerue, and de- 
fend this thy Citty of Aſtfium 
which doth nouriſh ys for the loue 
it bearethto thy diuine maieſty , 
W herto God anſwered, this Citty 
ſhall ſuffer much , but in the end I 
will by my fauour defend it, Saint 
Clare having heard fo pratious 
newes , lifted vp her face bathed 
withteares and comforted her bee 
Ioued daughters , ſaying : Deare 
liters , I aſſure you that no evill 
Ihall befall you, only be careful] to 
baue a firme faith , and confidence 
Es ;n 
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in Ieſus Chriſt, The divine a(Gice 
making no long delay, fortbe pre. 
ſumption and rage of the Mores 
was incontinently cooled, fo thata 
ſuddaine vaknowne terrour hae 
uing ſurpriſed them, they ſpeedily 
retyred ouer the walles , which 
they had ſcaled, to enter « They 
being thus by the vertue of the 
prayers of Saint Clare expelled; ſhe 
ciuately cailed the Religious,that 
had heard the ſaid yoice of God, 
and commaunded them,that how= 
ſocuer it were, they (ſhould nor di- 
vulge what they had heard duriog 
Rer life « | 
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How the Citty of A fiſt was At Alt 


other tyme deliuered by the pray= 
ers of this holy virgin. 


CHar ALE 


'FP on another time , one 
' of the principall Captaynes 

of the Emperour Frederike 
called Viralrs Tuerſa ,a manvery | 
ambitious of glory,fullof courage, 
and a notable Capraine,co nducted 
His troupes to beftege Aſh ſium , 3% 
hauing innironed it , he propoſed 
_ to watt, & ſpoile the plaine Coun- 
| trey thereabout , making a torall 
ruine to the very trees Which were 
hewed downe ; and then laying 


his ſeige , he vitered menacing 
and 


* ' | Ton in 0 206- 
and vaunting oathes , that he wold 
J not ſtirre thence, ti}l he bad givery 
the Citty a yvitortous aſſault : and 
this ſiege ſo long continued , that 
| the beſeipged began to looſe cou 
q rage,as wanting many thinges ex+ 
| tremely needfull vnto the *wherof 
| the ſervit of Teſus Chriſt being ad- 
uertiſed,ſighing 1n her hartythe cal: 
led all her Religious, to whom ſhe 
thus diſcourſed : My deare (ifters, 
know that all our neceſlicies hane 
ener bin ſupplied by the charity of |} 
this Citty , (o that. we ſhould be | 
very vogratefull, if we ihould not” | 
accordingto our ability athſt them' 
107 this extreme necetbty : then ſhe. 
commanded to be brought hep 
athes , andali her Religious to dif. 
coife their heades-and co giue then” 
example , ſhe began to Four hee. + 
bare 


Glonous virem $. Clare »9 
bare head with aſhes, whetrin all 
the other Religious following her, 
ſhe ſaid : goe yee to our Lord leſus 
Chriſt , and with the greateſt hu= 
mility , and moſt feruent prayers 
that you can poſſible, demaund of 
him the deliverance of your Cit. 
tY » 
: It cinor be expreſſed, with what 
feruour and teares theſe deuout 
Virgins inceſſantly offered theic 
Prayers, vnto God the ſpace of one 
entiere day and night , demaune= 
ding mercy in behalfe of the ſaid 
Citty beſeiged by their enemies. 
. Theſe prayers and teares were of 
ſuch force and vertue,tbat the om- 
nipotent bounty and mercy had 
compaikon of them , and from the 
day following ſent them his put« 
fam bang; and alliftgnce in ſack 
IP ſort, 


$o The life of the 
ſore, that the enemies campe was 
defeated,8: the Captaine conſtrai« 

ned (hamfully,8 in deſpight of his 


. forces, without ſound trompet to 
raiſe his ſeige : for he fled without - 
ever troubling the Aſians, being 


ſhortly after ſlaine, 


Of the Reuerence & deuotron which 
S. Clare had to the moF ble- 
fied Sacrament : and of the ver- 
zue of her prayers agayn#t the 
Diuells. 


CHAP. XV: 


Hex denotion of Saint Clare 
towardes the moſt Holy Sa- 


cramente of the Altar was ' 
ſuch , that ſhe made it apparent-!n 
- mary 
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Glorious virgin $, Clare, $x 
many of her aQions : for though 
ſhe were moſt gricuouſly ſicke in 
her bed , yet would ſhe fo dif- 
poſe herſelfe therin , & beſo Po 
p2d , and ſtayed vp, that ſhe mighe 
conveniently ſpinne , an exercife 
which ſhe exceedingly affeQed , 8& 
wherin the wholy imployed her- 
ſe}fe 5 doing it fo delicately , that 
with the threed of her labour ſhe 
cauſed to be wouen very curious, 
and fine cloath, which ſhe imploy= 
ed in furniture for the Altar. She 
one time got made 50. Corporalls, 
which ſhe ſent in caſes of ſilke to 


many Churches of the valley of 
Spoletum. When ſhe was to re= 
ceiuethe moſt Bleiled Sacrament, 
before ſhe preſented herſelfe ther- 
unto, ihe was alwayes bathed in 
teares,and {0 With exceeding feare 


ap proge 


Na . ..'The-life of the 


approaching , she did reuerence 


red, eas 
. A very deuout woma ofthe Bi 
ſhopricke of Pila tame to the mo- 


naſtery of S. Damian, to thanke 
God and his.ſeruant Se Clare , for 
bauing bin by her merits delivered 
of five divells that polleſled be 
which in going. out of herbody 
confeſſed that the prayersofS.Q! 
did burne them, and to their great 
confuſion expelled them ontof the 
bumane bodies which they poſſe= 


fle do 
of 
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Of 4 tneruaylous conſolation which 
_ * S. Clare receive ypon the feaſt 
of-the mo## holy Natnkiy « 


CHAP. XVI. 


A $5 the glorious 3 Clare wag 
{ A ?'vayes in her ficknes with 
..., @ ſinely memory myndfull 
of her defoued leſus: fo was ſhe 
correſpondently yiſed by him in 

| all her--neceſlitics » Once in the 
hight of the Natigity,w hen all the 
warld.and Angells did ſo folemne= 
ly feaſt for the birth of our Re= 
eemer ,, all the Religious went 
tothe quier to Mattines , and lefe 
their mother accompanyed only 
Wuk her grievous infirmity;where 


Wo 


5 fore 


— 


$4 Thehbfeof the 
fore haning begun to meditate y= 
pon the great miſtery ofthatnighe, 
and lamenting 1 "a9gh ci , That. 
ſhe could not affiſt at the divine 
ſeruice , ſhe figbing ſayd.: Q.my 


God , thou ſeeſt how I remaine* 
here. alone; and. endiny this; ſhe 
began to heare the Mattines thar: 
were ſung intheChiret of Sane 


Prenciin Affifium;very diſtintly 
vnderſtanding theyoice of theRiee 


—_ 


ligious; andthe very:ſound of the 


Organs : yet was-ſhe not ſo neace 
the ſaid Charchy, us-(he mifhthu- 
manly heare'what'was ſong theres 


buritmuſt- neceflarily: be conclt». 


ded , that this' was: miraculoufly 
done in one of theſe two ſortes, ey 
ther that the ſinging of the ſaid Re= 
licious was bythe will of God car= 


Fied to 9: Gare, or her bearing was 


extcaged 


—_ . _ 
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extended extraordinarily, &by the 
ſpeciall graceof God , ener to:aur 
_ of Angells neere yato Afe 

hy i 46 

- Butthis Satint was further fatoe 
red by a diuioe reuclation which 
exceedingly comforted and reioy= 
ced her; fe ſhe was by almighty 
God:eſteemed worthy to ſee in-{pi- 
rit his holy Cribbe . The morning 
following., her Religious coming 
toſecher, ſhe-ſayds. Deare liters # 
blefſ2d for ever be our Lord Teſus 
Ghrill, that ithath pleaſed him not 
to>jeaue me alone, as you bane * 
dont;.but knqw that by the grace 
of his divine maieſty,I have heard 
all the feruice that this night hath, 
byn:performed in the Church of 
ouradly Fathet S, Francwy, 


» bo , 


! : j | : 
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Of the ſpirituall dodtrine, wherwith 
S. Clare nourſed her Hngh. 
| {2 £8 


CHAP, XV11. 


Hz virgin S, Clare knee; 
| ledged ahbat ſhe wascommit- 
tedto the pallace ofthe.great 
Kin , for gouerneſle and miſtres 
of his dearceſpouſes,, therfore did 
the t ſhoes ; ublime doQrine, 
comforting, 8: gihſtiog chem with 
fuch loue = pit ie = as with avqrcds 
cinot be  expreile icltſhe Hyg 
them toeleare thei! 

motsof the warl, 


zulesofal 
that they: might 
the more Freely attaine tothe h 
ſecrets of God « She gllo avg 
Cacem 
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them to haue no affe&ion to their 
carnall' kindred, and intierely fo 
forget their owne houſe, the better 
to pleaſe Ieſus Chriſt, She admonie 
ſhed them alſo to ſurmount and 
miſpriſe the neceſſities of their bo- 
dies, &toget a habitof repreſting 
the deceiptes, and a ms of ne 
feſb;, by the bridle 
likewiſe taught them that oe a” 
vill enemy arfned 'yvith malice , 
rontinually addreffetls His! h idden 
Traresto furprife” rhe pnte foules, 
afid thar he't ripe [the paſiv'in 
anothes forttien' yoridtf 

\Findlly (M8 ot Mem ſo 
niptoyed'in handy rabour fr cer- 
tain6 hotres that they might after- 
wardsbe moreprom -and bettet 
preparddto'the deſife of their Cre- 
atour by the: exerciſe of pray©f s 

F 3 which 


+ ws bis voy -2-- pi: 
_ « 4 
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which after theic 1aboir they hold. 
vadertake , not leauing for ſuck 
paynethe fire of boly loue, butrg- 
ther expelling by irthe tepidity 6f 
gcuotion already purchaſed. T here 
was neuer ſeene a (triter obſeruge 
tion of filence then amongſt them, 
nor a greater forme, and example 
of vertue , There'was neuer ſeehe 
done inthis holy bouſe one a& of 
vanity , neyther by wordes\, not 
Gones;znor was there diſconered by 
any yaine diſcourſe any deſire of 
tiphtnes, fo mach were they tnor= 
tifyed', their boly Miftres giviof 
pood example by wordes, and pt- 
ous , and briefe documents; likes 
wiſe teachicg ber diſciples feruent 


_ deſires , and admonifhing them'to + 
' poſſe, and conſerue then whter 


ences 
By 


the key & cuſtody of trick fil 


| 
| 


| 
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By meanes of deuout preachers ſhe 
procured to her dapghtersthe holy 
word of God, wherof her owne 
was not the leaſt part , ſhe being 
filled with contentment and ioy 

when ſhe heard the word of God 
preached , and would with ſuch 
deuotion , and conſolation , re- 
toice in the memoary.of her ſwee- 
telt (pouſe Ieſus Chriſt; that one 
time bearing the (ſermon of bro- 
ther Philip. de. Adria, a moſt faw 
mous: preacher”, there was ſeene 
vefgre this holy virgio a moſt be- 
autifuſtchild,, which there remai- 


ned during almoſt all: the. ſermon, 
comforting her with bis ioifull de- 
lefations , of which apparition ſhe 
recciued {uch a (weetnes and de- 
light., as ſhe could no Way exe 
Plicates _ . 


D 4 Albeie 


90 The life of the © 
| - Albeit this moſt prudent virga 
had never ſtudyed-, yet did& the 
much delight to heare a Jearned 
man preach ; vnderſtanding :ve 
well that vnder the wordes of ſcj« 
ence lay hidden the fweetnes: of 
ſpirit , which berfelfe ſubtily ob+ 
zeined, & taſted vvith much: more. 
gult.. She accnſtoined to ſay, that 
the Sermon of w bofoeuer prea- 
Ching the word of God was excee« 
ding protitable to ſoules , conſide- 
ring that it is nolefle pradencetso. 
know how ſometimes to- gathee 
beautifull, and ſweet flowers.from 
amongſt proffe , and rude thornes, 
then to eatetbe wholſome fruits of 
a good plants. 7  } iehw 
Pope Gregory theninth onetime 
it the inftance of divers Prelates 
comaynded,that noReligiouswan 
ſhould 


Glorzons virgin $..Clire. oy 
fhoold preach act the:monaſtery of 
poere-Rehigious women , without 
his expreſfe pernifhan :wheratthe 
pittifull mother camplayning , in 
regard that thence forward her de- 
uout:$ Religious daughters {hold 
feldome-be ſpiritually fed vvith 
holy. dofrine, with teares ſhe ſaid: 
teerhen all my Religious be taken 
hence, ſince they are taken away , 
who page vs the' food of (pirituall 
life ; withall-ſending away the Rez 
ligjous , that appertained to her 
' monaſtery to-ſerue them in getting 
aimes abroad,refulſing to haue Re: 
lipjons . that (hould prouide theny 

exd to relieue the body,ſith they 
were deprined by this meanes of 
a!! ſpirituall teachers that gaue ths 
bread r6 nouriſh their ſoules;wher- 
of his Holines b<ing 8duertiſed , 


he preſently. revoked his former 
prohibition. , referring all ro.abe 
diſpoſition of the generall of the 
Friars Minors, 54 Ie 
| S, Clare had not only.a prouis 
deat careof her Religious daughe 
ters (oules, but of their bodies alſa 
that were feeble and tender , for 
whoſe neceſſary waates ſhe-daly 
prouided with exceediog, feruour 
and charity ; ſhe.oftentimes.in; the 
night, when it was cold , going to 
yvilte apd coner.cthem: whales they: 
Qept; and the foundany pne an * 
vermuchbenummed With, cold,ox 
erberwiſeinil ditpofionathrough 
gri& obſeruation.of the commog 
tigour, (he inſtantly commaunded 
ber. to:take ſame recreation, trill 
bec.gecefGties were ſatisfied. 
If ang.gt her: Religious daugh= 
ters 


 Glorivnis virgin $.' Clare. 
ters were any time afflited', or 
mach grietted in 'mind through 
temptations , or were ſorrowfull 
and melancholy , ſhe would calt 
hee” «part, and moſt Jouingly 
comfort her. She would ſome<e 
times fall proſtrate herſeife at he 
feete 6f thoſe that were heauy and 
afRiQed, therby roput away the 
force of their priefe by her mother« 
F' cheriftings; for 'which they in 
411 bmmifefy ealdingthemſelues 
to'this their Holy Mother , did not 
ptone vogratefull',” They likewiſe 
uerenced the office of Prelatare 
Hater Miſtres, ſollowing all their 
life time the conduR of fo'diligent 
and (ecure a guide, direQing theic 


iQians by the eſpouſe bf Iefus 
C...iſt,admiring withallthe excel- 
leacy of fuch ſagRity & charity. 


of 
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Of the denotion which Pope Gregory 
the nemb'had to the holy virgm 
S. Clare: and of a letter which 
he wrote ynto ber whiles he WAS, 


Jet Cardimall. 


CHAP. XVj1Ls. 


zyOrr Gregory the-ninth had. 


a —— confidenceinthe 
prayers $-Giere, ante w 
Peary their great yerwe A 
Cacys and aftentimes wehoo-he. was 
io any difficulky., beth-whiles- be 
was Cardinall, & Biſhop of Hoſtia, 
and afterwards when be was Pope, 
he would by. Jetters.recoramend 
himſelfe to this orious. virgin , 


CORSUISOg help of her , know= 
ing 


Elorwus virem's. Clare. os 
ing aſſuredly of wbar cm porignce 
her aibſtance was ; this being its 
him not only a great bumility, bue 
alſo wor thy to he os 46 ently imita- 
ted, to ſeeth vicar 0 {Np Chil 
pon earthto e hejp of a ſer= 
uant of God Wy of ap 
himſelfe to her prayers . 

This great Paſtour knew very 
well what diuine loue could doe 
& how freely pure viggins do find 
the port of the conſiſtory of the di- 
uine mateſty open , There is ex« 
ſtant a yery deuour Tetter of this 
Pope written to'S. » Clare, Whiles 
he was Cardinal, which is heete in- 
ſerted , to makes ___ that the 
ſpirir of God made his reſidence in 


this Prelate, and what deuotion he 
carryed to the &anKiey the glorious 
virgin Saint Care's 


To 


6 .: Ihe bfe of the. 
9 .Tothe moſt deare ſiſter in Teſus: 


Chriſt, and mother of his holines;; 
Siſter Clere, the - ſeruant' of Teſpe' 
Chciſt ; Pgolin miſerable Ginner, &: 
Riſhop of Hoſtia recommendeth; 
himſelfe., whatſoever: he is; and. 
what be may, be .Well belouet fie 
ſter in Chridlefus, ſince the honre,: 
thae the necefity of my ceturne fe. 
parated me fro your holy ſpeeches, 


and deprined me of that. pleaſare 
to conferre:with you of celeftialt. 
treaſures, I have bad muchſorrow: 


of bart; aboundadce of: teares ing. 
mine eyes; and-baue felt-an:exs. 


treme priefe ;and:that in ſuch ſort, 
thatif] had not foundat the feete 
ofour Lord Iefas Chriſt the _ 
ſolation of his ordinary' piety, I 
feare.I had fallen into fn 
[aiſher » as my ſpirit would baue 


forſas 


uch :an- 


a. — J _— a. aac da. "wy pry 


cr 
ILSS no III 


Glortow virgin $. Clare. gy 
forſaken me, and my ſoule'vtterly 
melted away: and:not without rea» 
| fon; becauſe that 10y failed me, 
with which I diſcourfed with your 
| good company of-the ſacred body 
os our; {yveet- Redeemer Jefos 
Chciſdy and of his preſence vypory 
earthyedebrating thei feaſt of Ea- 
ſter with yo zand the other ſer- 
yantzof gur Lord, to 
© Andigs whites our bleſſed Saui- 
our by bis dotorous paſſion and 
death wasabſemfromthe preſence: 
| efbicdilejples;they were poſſefſed = 
| Withancextreme griefe & affliti« 
(| owmifodoth your abſence procure 
| my delolation. Andthongh I ac-' 
knouvledpe' my 'ſelfe a prieuous: . 
{inner, conſidering the prerogatiue 
of your meritts , and the rigour of 
your moſt holy Religion ; .yet 
a 


93 The life of the 
without doube , the multitude 
of my finnes is ſuch , and (o 
much bhaue I offended God the 
vniverſall Lord,thatI am not wore 
thy to be ynited to the glory of the 
ele&, nor to be (equeſtred from 
yvorldly occupations,if your tears 
& prayers doenot obtaine me par- 
don of my (innes ; and therfore to 
you I commit my ſoule , to you I 
commend my fpirit,as Ieſus Chriſt 
vpon the Crofſe recommended his 
ſpirit ro his heauenly- Father, to the 
end that inthe terrible day of the 
vniucrſiall iadgement you give an 
account for me, if you be not di. 
| ligent &::carefull of pvy ſaluation: 
for I confidernly belieue , thatyou 
may obtaine of the ſoncraigne 
ivdge whatſoeuer by your devori» 
ga and (ares you ſhall at any my 

{41 alke 
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aſke or demaund of him. The Pope 
ſpeaketh not of coming to A 
, Maggs I deſire, but 1 purpoſe'to 
viſit you and your fitters at-my 
firſt contains Recommend me 
[ pray you to Agnes your ſifter 86 
mine , and to all your other laters 
in leſus Chriſt « 


of the mo#t feruem loue of Teſus 
 Chrift whith inflamed the: hart 
of Saint Clare : and how the 
- Dinell- tormented her + of ati ex 
" f«ſj wherin she continued a night 
and two dayes togeather . 


CHAP. XI X. 


VV 


Hg w S.C/areheard any 
ſpeake of the paſſion 
of our Redeemer ſeftrs 

G Chill; 
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Chriſt, ſhe oftentimes was accus 
ſtomed to weepe in compaſkon, in 
fuch ſort , that out of the ſacred 
wounds fhewould ſomtimes draw 
_ dolorous feelings and affeQions, 
and at other times vnſpeakable 
toyes & confolations of admirable 
ſweetness and the croffe of Ieſus 
Chriſt , which with her deareſt 
fpouſe the carryed in her foule, 
the weight thereof pauc her (o 
much more taſt of contentment 
as the felt more priefe , The preat 
aboundance of teares , Which ſhe 


powred out for the moſt bitter 


paſhon of Teſus Chriſt, kept her 
ſomrimes out of herleife; and the 
internall loue, which ſhe had ime 
printed in her hart, in manner cone 
tinually repreſented yato-her Ieſus 
 Qhriſt crucified , Mun 


ee cocoons 
= > _— - 
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She ordinarily gaue example by 
workes,of what ſhe taught her Re- 
ligious by wordes : for admoni= 
' ſhingthemoften , and inſtruQting 
them likewiſe ſecretly touching 
ſome exerciſe , before the had en= 
ded herdiſcourſe , ſhe was ſeene to 
power out of her eyes aboundance 
of teares. Among the houres of the 
divine office that are ſung in the 
 Church,ſhe was prefent with grea« 
teſt deuotion at the (ixt and ninth, 
by reaſon that at ſuch houres ſhe 
vvas crucifyed With her Redee=- 
mer leſus Chriſt. | 
The holy virgin retyring one 
tyme to her priuate deuotion after 
the ninth houre, the diuell came to 
her, & did beate her outragiouſly , 
hurting her withall ſo much in the 
face , that her eye Was all bloud=- 
G3 thoot, 


VOFVNS YI EIIACTEST RAGE Ln Ae cs 7, a: wy wy 


702 The bfe of the 
ſhoot, the ſigne remayning vpon 
her cheeke : but S, Clare omitted 
not for that to perſeuer in her pray- 
er, And tothe end ſhe might with 
the more deuotion apply .berſelfe 


to the (ſweet contentments Which 


the conceiued inthe often medita« 
ting of Teſus Chriſt crucifyed , ſhe 
ordinarily contemplated the a= 
cred myſtery of the five woundes: 
and therfore ſhe learned by hart 
the office of the holy Crofſe, ay 
the true louer of the holy Croſſe 
of Saint Francis had taught her. 
She accuſtomed to vyeare next 
her naked fleſh a girdle of thir- 
teene knottes ; vvhereunto alſo 
were little ſtones faſtned in forme 
of knottes : vvhich ſhe did in 
memory of the ſacred yvoundes 
and dolours of our Redeemer le« 


'as Chriſt, | One 


pn 
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One Lent ypon Maunday Thurt« 
day , wherupon our Lord Ieſus 
Chriſt ſhewed a particuler loue to 
his diſciples , at the houre of the a- 
pony , that our Redeemer did 
ſweet bloud and water in the gar= 
den ,this holy Virgin retyred into 
her Oratory full of deep ſorrow , 
ioyning herlelfe with Almighty 
Godin prayer , as if ſhe had ſeene 
him praying ,and asif by contem- 
plation of the ſoule of Ieſus Chriſt 
ſorrowfull enen todeath , ſhe her= 
ſelfe had felt and ſuffered his pri= 
ſon , his deriſions, his iniuries, re- 
proaches, affrontes, beatings, ſen= 
tence, Croſle, and moſt ignomint- 
ous death,carrying in her memory 
alike ſorrow : wherfore as wholly 
tranſported ſhe ſate vpon a firaw 
bedd , and all that night, and th® 
G3 day 
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day following , ſhe was fo abſorpt 
and rapt out of herſelfe , that her 
eyes being open and without mo- 
tion , ſhe ſeemed to hold them fi- 
xed inone place, and remayned (9 
inſenſible , being conioyntly cru- 
cityed with Iefus Chrift, that a Re- 
ligious, familiar vato her, coming 
Often to ſee if the wanted any 
thing , (he found her alwayes in 
One MANNCre | : 
But vpon the night of holy Sa 
turday , this deuout- Religious 
came to her deare mother With a 
candle, partly by (ignes, and part- 
Iy by wordes, making her the beſt 
ihe could to yaderRkand the come 
 maundment that the holy Fathee 
9, Prenc# gaue her,that ſhe ſhould 
not let paſſe one day Without tae 
king &cativg ſomthing, ſo _ 
0 
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the preſence of this Religious, Saine 
Ciare , as if ſhe came out of anothee 
place ſayd yvnto her, what need 
haue you to light this candle, is 'it 
not day?wherto the Religious anſ- 
wered : Mother the night of holy 
Thurſday is paſt, as alſo good Fri- 
day, and we are now in the night 
of Eaſter eue; the Saint replyed , 
my daughter blefſed be this ſleep , 
which Almighty God atlengrth af- 
ter my long deſire hath graunted 
me, but 1 admoniſh and commaid 
you, nat to ſpeaxe hereof to any 
creature liuing , whiles I (ball liue 
ia this wocids 
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Of many mracles wrought by $. 
___ Clare, by the ſigne and vertue 
' of the holy Croſſe. 


CHAP: -XX. 


V e Redeemer Iefus Chriſt 
recompenced well the pious 
deſires, and good workes of 
hisbeloued virgin S,Clare:for as ſhe 
was inflamed with an infinite loue 
ofthe miſtery of the holy Croſſe, 
fo by the vertue and power of the 
{ame Croſle , the became noble in 
tne Ggnes and miracles of Teſus 
Chriſt , that oftentimes in making 
the {izne of the holy Croſſe vpon 
the {icke, they were miraculuo=® 
Ay cured , gad inſtantly healed of 


"yl 


Glorzous virgin $, Clare. 165. 
fortes of diſeaſes. | 
A Religious man called Stephen, 
hauing a boat feuer that exceeding- 
ly vexed him , the holy Father S, 
Francs (enthin to S. Clare,to make 
the ſigneof the Croſſe ypon him,as 
one that well knew her perfeQion 
and yerue , which he exceedingly 
honored. Now the vertuous Lady 
Hort«lana Mother to Saint Clare, 
was then in the couent of S, Dami= 
an ,fora little before , confidering 
that her dauphters had eſpouſed le- | 
ſus Chriſt , (he came to them to 
Religion, where this happy Lady 
ſerued asa true gardiner in thegar- 
den incloſed with thoſe Virgins, 
our Redeemer leſus Chriſt, with 
theglorious virgin Agnes (iſter to 
Saint Clare, and the other Religi- 
ous , all repleniſhed with the holy 
G5 Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt, to whome the holy Father 
Saint Francs ſent many dileaſed, 
whome they cured , after having 
made vpon them the {gne of the 
holy Croſſe, which they moſt har- 
tily honored . The ſayd Religious 
then being ſent to Se Clare , the as 
the daughter of obedience thereto 
commaunded by the holy Father 
S, Francs , preſently made ypon 
him the ſigne of the Crofle; then 
Jefe him a little to ſleep in the 


Church,in the place where the was 


accuſtomed to pray, and the Re- 
I'jgious hauing a lite repoſed aroſe 
ſound , {ccure, and freed of his in- 
firmity : then he returned to Saine 
Francs , by whome he had byn 
ſent toS, Damian , & conlequeatly 

Was cured. | 
A child of three years 01d of the 
Citty 
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Glortousvirgin $.Clare. 109 
Cittyof Spoletum called Matthew, 
had by chaunce a ſtone thurſt into 
bis noſe, whence it could not be 
| gotten out, ſo that the child was in 
| extreme perill , wherupon he was 
| brought to Saint Clare who hauing 
made the ſigne of the Croſſe ypon 
him , the ſtore incontinently fell 
out of his noſe , and he was perfe= 
Aly well. 
Another child likewiſe of Peru = 
ſia bauinrg a filme ypon his eyes 
Was brought to S. Clare, who tou- 
ching-the eye of the child, and ma- 
king the ſigne of the Croſle thereu- 
pon , Willed the that had preſented 
the child vnto her to carry it vnto 
her Mother Hortulana , that ſhe 
mffhe alſo make the figne of the 
Croſle vpon it, which having done 
the eye. became cleere , and being 


purgee 
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purged of the filme that obſcured 
it , be was preſently cured: wheru- 
pon S. Clareaffirmed, that this mi- 
racle was wroupht by the merits 
of her mother, who finding ſuch 
plory to be attributed vnto her, 
reputed herſelfe ynwortby there- 
of . 

One of her Religious called Be- 
,euenta , hauing had for 12, yeares 
togeather an impoſtume vader her 
arme , which did purge by fie (e- 
uerall iſſues, S. Clare had compaſti- 
on therof , and made vpon herthe 
ſipne of the: holy Croſſe , then 
with her owne hands taking away 
the playſter, (he was cured of her 
long continued ſoares. Another of 
her Religious called mia, being 
for more” then a yeares ſpace affli- 
Red with the droply , ers 
_ Wit 
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With an extreme paine in her ſides, 
and a burning feuer, S, Clare con- 
ceived a very Rrong compaſſion 
of her, and therefore hauling re- 
courſe to her noble and infalliblg 
medicine,ſhe made ypon her body 
the ſipne of the holy Croſle in the 
name of her beloued Ieſus Chriſt, 
and the Religious was perfeQly 
cured, Another feruant of God 
borne at Peruſia had for two years 
togeather ſo loſt her voice, that 
one could (carſely heare her ſpeak; 
but hauing vaderſtood by a viſion 
which ſhe had the night of the aſ- 
ſumption of our bleſſed Lady, that 
S. Clare ſhould cure her , the poore 
afflicted Creature bauing very Pa - 
tiently expeted the breake of 
day, repayred with a ſtrong confi. 
dence yato that holy yirgin, and 


by 
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by Ggnes craued her benediQion , 
which fauour hauing obtained, her 
voice, Which ſo long time ſhe had 
wanted, becameas cleere and ſhrill 
as euer it had byn. 

Another Religious called Chri- 


Nina , that had bin long time deafe 


In one of her eares , and hauing in 
vainetryed many remedies, Saint 
Clare making the ſigne of the croſſe 
ypon her head , and With her hand 
touching her eare , ſhe recouered 
her hearing as perfectly and clear- 
ly as before . Another Religious 
call Andrea had a diſeaſe in her 
throat,the griefe wherof procured 
her much impatience : it being ad- 
mirable,that among ſo many pray- 
ers inflamed with divine Ioue,their 
ſhould be a ſoule fo could, & a+ 
- ' mong ſuch prudent yirgins one ſo 

indiſcree 
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indiſcret and moderate. 

This Religions feeling herfelfe 
one night more tormented with 
her infirmity then. ordinarily , af- 
fied & impatient, that her paine 
dd rather increaſe then diminiſh, 
the fo cruſhed and preſfed her 
throat , making thereby appeare 
her intention to choake herfelfe, 
thinking by violenceto expellthat 
ſwelling, ſo to auoid longer tore 
ment , & through ignorance ate 
tempting to do more then was the 
will of God . But whiles that poore 
Religious buſied herſelfe in this 
folly, Saint Clare by diuine 1nſpira« 
tion had knowledoe thereof, wher. 
fore calling one ales Religious, 
ſhe vvilled her to haſten downe, 
boyle an egge inthe ſhell , & cauſe 


ifer Andrea to ſwallow it , which 


done 
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done to bring her to her preſence, 
TheReligiousinſtantly dreſſed the 
exe , and forthwith brought it to 
the licke party , whome ſhe found 
little better then dead , bauing ſo 
cruſhed her throat , that her (peach 
was vtterly gone, yet ſhe made her 
ſwallow the egoe ſo well as ſhe 
_ could ,then rayſing her from her 
Qraw bed, ſhe with much labour 
led her to Saint Clare, who thus 
{pake ynto her 3- Wretched fitter 
conteſle ghee to God , & haue con« 
trition, for what thou intendeſt to 
doe , & acknovvledge that Iefus 
Chriſt wil giue thee health far. bet- 
ter , then thou with thine owne 
bandes hadſt purpoſed to doe: 
change this eunll life into a better, 
forcbou thalt neuer recouer anos 
ther ticknes that shal ſucceed this, 
but 
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but thalt dye therof . Theſe words 
procured in this Religious a ſpirit 
of compunaion and contrition, ſa 
that ſhe being intierly cured of this 
mare” infirmity , amended her 
ife , falling a little after into ano= 
ther ficknes, which Saint Clare had 
foretold, wherof ſhe ended her life 
piouſly , 
It doth manifeſtly appeare by 
theſe examples,and by many othec 
marueylous thinges, that the tree 


of the Croſſe of our blefled Sauiour 


Teſats Chriſt was deeply planted in 
her hart , & that in a meruailous 
maner the fruits therof did interie 
ourly recreate her ſoule, ſith the 
leaues did worke exteriourly (uch 
remedies by the hands & merus of 


his glorious Saint, 
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How Saint Clare bleffed bread, 
miraculouſiyremayned.. 


CHAP. XXI. 


A1NT Clare was a diſciple of 
. I the Crofle, and of fo notable 
fame &ſangity, that not only 


defired to fee her, toheare and diſ- 
rourſe with her , for which cauſe 
they often viſited her;zbut the Pope 
himſelfe bare her alſo this affeti- 
©n,1n fo much that Pope Innocent 
the fourth repayred to her mona=- 
Kery, to heare of her, as a ſecreta- 
ry of the holy Ghoſt, celeſtiall and 
ginine calcourſes, And bauing a 
ine” long 


ypon which the ſigne of the Croſſe 


great Prelates & Cardinalls much 
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long time conferred with her gf: 


matters of ſaluation , and of the 
prayſes of God , whiles they inter« 
tayned themſelues in ſo pious adife 
courſe , S. Clare cauſed dinner eo 
be prepared , and thetables for the 
Religious to be conered, cauſing 
bread to be brought thither , with 
intention to procure the yicar of 
Teſus Chriſt to bleſle it,to be after= 
wards kept of deuotion. Their dif« 
courſe then being ended , S. Clare 
fell vpo her knees before the Pope, 
beſeeching him to bleſle the bread, 
yvhereto his holines anſyvered : 
daughter Clare, lwiilthat you bleſfe 
t your ſ(elfe making therupon the 
ſigne of the Croſle : the Saint ther= 
to anſwered,moſt holy Father,par- 
don me if you pleaſe,for if I ſhould 
doe it, I ſhould deſercue ſharpe re= 

H 3 prefeas® 


219 The life of the 
prehenſion , in preſuming to Five 
my benediRis in preſence of your 
holines. The Pope apaine replyed: 
well , that no preſumption beim- 
puted ynto you, and that you may 
merit thereby, I command you b 

holy Obedience to blefſe theſe 
loues,making vpon them the ſigne 
of the Croſſe, This daughter of o« 
begience lifted yp her hand, ma- 
king the ſigne of the Croſſe ypon 
the bread; whence inſued an admi- 
rable accident, for the Croſſe re- 


P”, mayned ypon the bread , whereof 


part was eaten of deuotion, & the 
reſt reſerued as a holy Relique , 
which cucat filled the Pope with 
admiration , for which he gaue 
thankes to God 5 then gaue his be= 
nedictionto S, Clare, who receiued 
It with great humylity , and was 
much 
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much comforted withall, 


Of many mfirmtyes of the glorious 
virgin S. Clare : of her weake- 
nes ; and how she was viſited by 
ihe Proteftonr . 


CHAP. XXIT 


H z Glorious virgin $, Clare 

had now forty yeares can the 

race of the moſt eminent ver« 
tue and practiſe of pouerty ,hauing 
broken the alabaſter of hee body 
in the moſt (tri& priſon by faſting 
and rigorous diſciplines, and by 
this meanes filled the houſe of the 
holy Church with the moſt preti- 
ous oyntment of her vertues , 
Wherwith ſhe drew after her an in- 
H3 gnit 
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finie number of ſoules to the ſer< 
uice of Teſus Chriſt. And as ſhe al- 
ready approached to the recom- 
pence of eternall glory , having 
' ſupporred diuers infirmities , and 
conſumed the forces of her body 
in her firſt yeares by the rigour of 
pennance, ſhe was alſo in herlatter 
dayes oppreſſed,and afflited with 
divers grieuous (ickneſſes , And 
becauſe in the time of her health 
ſhe was alſo enriched in ſuch ſort 
with the merit of good workes, that 
| being ſicke ſhe gayned the true ris. 
ches of the merits of patience, ſhe 
yet inioyedthe fruits of her yer« 
. tues, that were ripened in afflii- 
ons and moleſtations , occaſioned 
by diverſity of diſeaſes . But the 
yertue of her patience doth eui- 
gently appence , in that having 


bya' 
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byn twenty eight yeares topeather 
afflifted with diuers diſeaſes , ſhe 
was neuer heard to vtrer the leaſt 
mucmure or complaint : but con- 
tinually were heard to proceed out 
of her mouth pious wordes , and 
thankes-piuing to Almighty God, 

Now being exceedingly weake- 
ned with infirmity ,and every mo» 
ment ſeeming to her the drawing 
on of her life towardes an end , it 


| pleaſed our Lord Ieſus Chriſt to 


prolonge it , till the mighe be viſt- 
ted by the eminent Prelates of rhe 
Roman Church, wherof ſhe was & 
ſeruant , and a ſpeciall child; for 
the Pope being yet at Lyons, and 
this Saint beginning to be more 
tormented with her infirmities , 
then ſhe was accuſtomed to be, a 
{word of ſorrow pierced through 

he ne 
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the ſonle of her beloued dauph- 
ters ,Buta virgin , feruant of Ieſus 
Chriſt, a very deuout Religious 
of the monaſtery of S. Paul, and 
orderof S. Benedict , had at that 
time this viſion following . It ſee- 

m-d to her that (he did yifit S.Clare 
with all her ſiſters at Saint Damian, 
wnome the ſaw in aforrowfull,yet 
_ -ticus bed, about Which they all 

ammented -xoeQing her death,and 
withail {he ſaw come to the bolſter 
ot the ha & hed a very deautifull 
woman, who fayd to them that 
wept. my danghters weep not for 
Her thai ts yet tc lius, for ſhe can= 
rot die, till our Lord and all his 
difcipies doe come. A little after 
the Roman Court came to Peruſia, 
Where the increaſe of 5, Clares fick- 


nes Þeipp Jiuuleed , the Reco” 
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of Hoſtia haſtened with great dili- 
pence to viſit the Eſpouſe of Ieſus 
Chriſt, whoſe Father he was by 
othce , pouernour by ſpeciall folli- 
cicude, foſterer and friend in moſt 
pure and chaſt amity ; & he com=- 
forted h-r, and vvith his ovyne 
handes adminiſtring vnto her the 
moſt bleſſed Sacrament of the Eu- 
chariſt; and then madea very de- 
uout ſermon to the Religious . S; 
t/are with great humility , & in 
t1e name of our Redeemer leſus 
_ Cheiſt, beſeeching him to accept in- 
to his ProteQtion that her family , 
& ail her other poore ſiſters of 0- 
ther monaſteries; bur aboue all the 
moſt inſtantly beſought him, to 
obtaine of the Pope, & the Col- 
ledge of Cardinalls , a priuiledge 
& confirmation of holy pouerty , 
H s V herto 
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word ,& as a faithfull Father of 
her Religio, & one moſt deuout & 
afteQionateto 8, Clare, did after- 
wardes effeQit : for Pope Innocens 
the fourth at her moſt inſtant re= 
queſt,confirmed the Rule, which 
the holy Father S, Francs had in= 
ſtituted for her, as is formerly re- 
corded , wherof S. Clare had ne« 
uer vatill then otber confirmation 
written but that of the (aid Cardi- 
nail, becauſe. the Popes ſuppoſing 
to induce S. Clare, not to bynd her 
Religious to ſuch an extreme pa» 
uerty, cid {till deferre to confirme 

| ker Rule by writing . But Innocent 
the fourth leing the perſeuerance, 
6c laſt will of Saint Clare, graunted 
the ſame ynto her by a Bull , the 
elcuenth, and laſt yeare of bis 

celgne, 


Whereto the Cardinall gaue his | 
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es , as we haue before recor- 
ded . And the yeare being almoſt 
expired , the Pope came with his 
Cardinalls from Peruſia to Afſiiſi- 
um ; whereby the firſt viſion toue 
ching the death of the holy virgin 
was accompliſhed . For the Pops 
being in his office more then a mi, 
by the authority which he hath of 
leſus Chriſt vps earth, whoſe per= 
ſor he repreſenteth in the temple 
ofthe Church militant , the Cardi- 
nails accompanying his Holines , 
repreſented the diliciples of our 
Lord Ieſys Chriſt, 


_ 
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How Pope Innocent the fourth vi= 
fited Saint Clare # ber laſt 
ſficknes , and gaue her abſolu- 


7700). 
CHAP. XXII. 


-T* He divine prouidence wold 
! no longer deferre the accom. 
pliſhment of the will of Saint 

Clare , but her Spouſe Ieſus Chri(t 
cameto eleuate into his cele(tiall 
pallace his poore Eſpouſe & Pil» 
grime vpon earth, who deſired no- 
thing more ; that being delivered 
of this mortall body , ſhe miphe | 
haue the ſight , 8 full fruition of 
Her moſt plorious ſpouſe Ieſus 
Cariſt in his celeſtiall Kiagdome , | 
Now | 
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Now thenthe members of this ſa- 
cred _ being by continuance 
of her {t1cknes wholy decayed , 
there befell her a new weakenes , 
which being an euident token that 
ſhe should in short time be called 
of God, which ſhe vſed as aladder 
to mount yp to eternall ſaluation 
wherupon Pope Innocent the forth 
cameto the monaſtery of S, Dami« 
a1, accompanyed with many Car- 
dinalls, to viſit the ſeruantof God, 
not doubting but she , whole life 
he had already approued , was the 
moſt perfeQ in ſanftity of all vyo- 
men of his tyme ; and therefore 
worthy to haue her death honored 
by his preſence , His holines chea 
being entred , he went direRly ta 
the glorious Virgin , & comming 
necreto her bed , he gave her his 
Hand 
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hand to kiſfſe , which fauour Saint 
Clare yvith exceeding toy receie 
ued, | 
But beſides that, she with great 
humility befought him to affoard 
her his feete to kifle : the Pope to 
content her far downe ypon a little 
bench,and deuoutly preſented vn- 
to her his Apoſtolicall feete , ypon 
which this glorious Saint reue- 
rently Iayd her face and mouth, 
molt affetionatly kiffing them : 
then with the ſerenity of an Angee 
licall countenance,ſhe demaunded 
of him remiſſion of all her finnes ; 
 Wherto the Pope anſwered: would 
to God my deare ſiſter, I had no 
more need of ſuch a pardon : but 
finally he gaue her the benefit of 
abſolution , & the gift of his bene- 
dition, then left herin Fon. 
e 
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She baving that morning recei= 
|  pnedthemoſt ſacred communion at 
the hands of the Prouinciall of the 
Friars Minors of that Prouince, 
with her hands ioyned togeather, 
& her eyes eleuated towards hea= 
uen , ſhe weeping faid to her Reli- 
pious: My daughters, prayſe Ale 
mighty God for the benefit it hath 
pleaſed him to beſtow vpon me 
this day, which is ſuch, that the 
hezuens & the earth are nat ſuf- 
Kcient to recompence it, ſith this 
day I haue both received my 
Lora God, &am made worthy to 
ſee his Vicar vpon earth, 
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How S. Clare comforted her fifter 
S. Agnes. : 


CHAP XXIHIL 


130 


H = daughters were all about 
their mother, without whom 
they were in a ſhort tyme to 
remaine as orphans; the conſidera- 
tion whereof deeply pierced their 
foules with a moſt bitter priefe , 
that neyther heauines of (leep,nor 


hunger could withdraw the fr6the |} 


preſence of their mother ; the pre- 
ſent contentment, which they re- 
cciued in beholding her, making 
them forget toeate and ſleep, be- 
cauſe al their exerciſe Was to weep, 
and particulerly her moſt deuout 


filter Agnes, Who was cexprelly 
| come 
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eome from the monaſtery , which 
ſhe had newly ereRed at Florence 
to be preſent at her death, 

Being then in this anguiſh , ſhe 
turned towardes her fitter, & moſt 
inſtantly prayed her, nut to dee 
priue her of her preſence : wherto 
Saint Clare anſwered, Deare ſiſter, 
whome I cordially Joue , ſich ir 
| hath pleaſed God tbat | depart, be 
you ioyfull , & weep no more, for 
I anſwere you,our Lord will thore- 
ly cometo you,to viſit you with an 
exce-ding conſolatioa before your 


de ath » 


of 
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of the death of the bleſſed Virgin 8. 

 _Chare: and of « vifion, which 
' Be of her Religious ſaw. 


CHAFT AXAXY. 


"F: Hs boly virgin , and feruant 
, of Ieſus Chriſt , was many 
dayes towards the end of her 
life afflited with divers diſeaſes , 
the fayth and denuotion, which at 
that time ech one bare her , ex- 
ceedingly increaſing , yea ſofarre 
forth , that ſhe was konored asa 
Sainr , being ordinarily viſited by 
Cardinalls,and ober Prelates : but 
which is more admirable to beare,. 
hauing byn ſeautteene dayes with- 
out force to receine goy 1 Nance | 
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that was preſented vnto ber, the 
yvas neuertheles ſo fortified of 


» = 
. 


God , and incouraged of his diuine 
maieſty that ſhe exhorted all thoſe 
that would comfort her , to be 
prompt in the ſeruice of God, 
A Religious man intendinj 
to comfort her , and to perſwade 
her to haue patience in ſo prienous 
a {icknes , that procured her fo 
much torment , ſhe with a ary , 
countenance, and cleare voice anſ- 
wered him : brother,ſince the time 
that | knew the grace of my God, 
by the meanes of his moſt humble 
feruant Saint Francs , no payne 
hath byn troubleſome voto me, 
no penance hath ſeemed difficult , 
nor any ficknes irkſome . 
And as almighty God approa- 
ched neere yato her, and her ſoule 
OO beg 
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being as it Were at the doore to #96 
forth,the bleſled virgin wold haue 
the molt pious and ſpirituall Friars 
Minors to be preſent, to diſcourſe 
vnto her of the dolorous and bitter 
paſbon of our Lord leſus Chriſt , 
& by their.pious words to inflame 
Her hart more in the loue of God : 
Wherfore ſome of them, who were 
ynto hertrue brethren in our Ree 
deemer leſus Chriſt were preſent, 
and among other brother [unipee 
rus , the familigr of our Lord leſus 
.Chriſt , who often vttered vnto 
her ſuch fiery and inflamed words 
of the omnipotent God , that the 
by his preſence being filled with an 
extreme ioy , oneday demaunded 
of him,if he then, knevy nothing 
new from almighty God : wher- 
upon brothes Junperys © penins 

is 
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his mouth to anſwere her, there t« 
ſſaed out of the fornace of his infla- 
med hart, infinite ſparkes of ſuch 
ſublime wordes,that this holy vir- 
gin receiued therof much conſola= 
tion.Finally turning her Angelicall 
face towardes herdeare and belo- 
ued daughters & ſiſters there pre- 
ſent, all of them bitterly weeping , 
ſhe recommended ynto them the 
ouerty of our Redeemer leſus 
Chriſt in this her Jaſt paſſage, pray= 
ſing and thanking God for the in- 
finit benefitts, which they had re- 
c:iued of his divine maieſty, which 
ſhe particulerly recounted vnta_ 
them ; then ſhe gaue them all her 
benedition, and alſo to all theRe- 
ligious of her monaſtery preſent 
and abfent, & likewiſetoall thoſe, 
who ſhould hereafter enter into. 
her order, Iz - 
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There were preſent two compte 
nions of $, Frencs , to wit brother 
Angels , who though much affli- 
Red did yet comfort the others,8& 
the right ſimple-brother, Leo , who 
ceaſed not to kiſfle the bed of the 
holy virgin Who was leauing the 
world, & was muchlameted of her 
daughters, becaule they were lefe 
orpbanes,and were no more inthis 
life eo ſee their moſt holy mother , 
and therfore they accompanyed 
her ſoule co heauen with 2 
dance of teares,, without power to 
admit gay other confolatiap , then 
eo deſireco poe Fith her: where wah 
being (o aftiiQed, they could not 
without difficuley forbeare with 
their nalles to rene their faces , but 
QR Þeing permitted tbern to Cile 
cage 2 Ie ICT at (@Þ gr-ete 
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exteriourly , it did'inflame in thena 
a more buraing fire within : for 
thoſe zſpoules of Ieſus Chriſt were 
ſufficiently mortifyed by rigour of 
Religion , albeit the force o | ar 
did conſtreine thern to caſt forth 
lowd cryes and fighes, and to po 
wre out riuers of teares. The holy 
virgin at length being turned to-. 
wardes them , began very ſweetly 
to ſay vnto her ſoule,Go my ſoule, 
go out ſecurely , thou haſt an afſu= 
ted guide to performe this vaiages 
for he who is thy Creataur hath 
ſanRifyed thee , nnd hath alwayes 
Colerued thee, affeRing thee with x 
tender laue, equall wk that of a 
mother towardes her child : and 
thou my God be prayed for ha- 
uing created mee 
A Religious Gltec aſking bee 
ls wha; 


73 The life of the 

what (he ment thereby , ſhe anſwe« 
red ; I ſpeake to my bleſſed ſoule; 
her moſt glorious ſpouſe leſus 
Chriſt not being far from her , at- 
tending for her : then turning to 
one of her Reſizious ſhe ſayd: doe 
you not ſee my daughter the King 
of olory w home I fee? Almighty 
God alſo laid his hand vpo another 
Religious , v ho ſaw with her cor= 
porall exesthrough the teares that 
diſtilled from them a glorious viſi- 
on; ſhe being pierced through with 
the dart of forrow,caſt hereyes to- 
wards the pate of the houſe, & ſaw 
to enter a preat proceſhs of ſacred 
virgins richly cloathed in white, 
bauing ech one a crowne of gold 
vypon their head : but one of them 
appeared more beautifujl, ſump= 


exious , and glittering then the reſt, 


hauirg 


| 
| 
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hauing vpon her head an imperiall 
Crowne garniſhed with pretious 
ſtones, from whoſe countenance 
proceeded a light ſo ſhining , that 
It conuerted the obſcurity of the 
night into cleare and bright day, 
it being without doubt the moſt 
plorious virgin Mary , Queene of 
virgins, w ho came to thebed ofthe 
Eſpouſe of her Sonne, to whome 
inclyning ſhe moſt gratiouſly ime 
braced her , and incontinently the 
Was couer?d & the bed alſo by the 
other virgins vvith an excreme 
ſumptuous mantle - ſo the day fol- 
lowing , Which was the eleventh 
of August, her holy ſoule afceded 
to heaven , there: to be crowned 
with perpetuall glory. 

Happy was her departure out of 
this miſerablelife, (ith 1itwas the en- 


Is uy 
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fry into that of eternall felicity:for 
the faſtes, which this Saint perfor= 


med in this exile,the is naw ioifu], 


hauing her fill at the magnificall 
table of the Cittizens af heauen; & 
forthe humility and baſenes of her 
habit, ſhe is now glocioudly attired 
With the glory of paradiſe. The 
continuall ſighes & deſires, wbich 
ihe had for the preſence and lone 
of her deerly beloued ſpouſe , are 
accoamplilhed by the bleſſed victon 
of God face ta face , and by the av 


(urcd fruition of the ſoueraigne 


good : leauing the way opento the 
example af (anRity, that we hlind 
and miſerahle mortall Creatures 

ending theſe (hore , falſe , and 
deceipttull plegſures of chjs yasld, 
may purchale the permanent,true, 


& allured delightes that indure e- 
gernally « of 


VV 
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of the honorable obſequaes that were 
performed for Saint Clare. 


CHAP. XAT 


Hires the ſoule of 
S. Clare departed thig 
life, the report of her 
deceaſe was incomtioently diuule 

ed through Athlium, fro whence 
ne men and women in ſuch a«- 
boundance (ſpeedily flocked to the 
monaſtery , that none. ſeemed t@ 
be left ia the Citty,ech one preſents 
ly cfteeming her a Saint, calling hee 
the Eſpouſe of Ielus Chriſt , and 
acchpanying their diſcourſes with 
greataboungance of teares of de- 
ugtiog . The officers of iuſticert+ 

payced 


warms ——_ 
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payred thither accompanyed with 
many warlike Champions, and a 
oreat number ot armed men, which 
that night guarded the monaſte. 


ry, forfeare that pretious treaſure 


might be bereaved the. The night 
following , the Pope with all his 
court came thither, accompanyed 
Withall the neighbour people. 


The Religious menof S,Dami- 


ar being ready to begin the office 


of the dead , the Pope would bhaue 


| had ſaid the office of the holy vir« 


pins, Wherin he would haue cano- 
nized her before her buriall: but 
the Cardinall of Hoſtia hauing de- 


monſtrated ynto bim, that it was 


fitting in this affayre to proceed 


with more humane prudence, the 
Pope permitted the ſaid Religious 
folemnely to proceed in the office 


of 
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ef tne dead , according to their or- 
dinary & accultomed manner. 
The ſaid Cardinall hauing ta. 
ken for his text, Vanitas vanitatums 
& onntiavanitas,madea very wore 
thy and deuour Sermon , to mani= 
feſt the vanity of thinges appertay« 
ning only to this world , where he 
exceedingly exalted that moſt emi. 
nent contemner of vanities: which 
ended,all the Cardinalls and orhee 
Prelates accompanved here holy 
body with an exemplar deuotion. 
All the funeralls being very ſo« 
lemnely ended, then Citizens of 
Aſtfa thinking itnot ſecure , that 
this pretious treaſure (hould ree 
maine (o far out of their Citty,they 
cauſed her holy body with excee- 
ding great p>mp? to be tranſpore 
ted, {irging plalmes and gy 
Wit 
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with the found & melody of diners 
muſicall inſtruments, in a very ſo- 
temane proceſhon , carrying it into 
the Chuch of Saint George within 
their Citty , where the body of $. 
Fraxcs had formerly byn repoſed, 
And it was very reaſonable, that 
be, whoin bis life had giuen a pat- 
terne of the way of life vnto this 
holy virgin, ſhould as it were pro- 
phetically preparre her a place of 
jepulture . 

There was then a great repaire 
and confidence of people from die 
ners Cirttyes , townes , and villages 
vnteo Aſhfium , to thanke 7 
Chriſt, and to pray vato this ble- 
fled creature,proclayming this hoe 
ly virgin to be really a Saint & glo« 
xious , who now Hueth in paradife 
with the Angells, hauing bin —_ 

7 
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dy ſo much honored of men vpon 
earth , O blefled virgin pray now 
to God for vs , & gayne our foules 
eo Teſus Chriſt in heaver, as thow 
haſt converted and gayned ſo ma- 
many lining vpon earth. The hoe 
ly virgin paſſed thistranſtory life 
tothe other of reſt , the yeare of 
gourh 1253.the tweluth of Anguſt, 
orty yeares after her perfe& vo= 
cation to God, and the 60. yeare 
of her age. She was interred the r2, | 
of Auguſt , vpon Which day her | 
feaſt is ſfolemniged at Aſhſium,and 
ouer all the holy Roman Church, 


of 
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Of the miracles wrought by the me 
rits of S. Clare: and firs} of 
poſieſſed perſons that baue byy 
deltuered . 


CHAP. XXVIT. 


75 Hr chiefeſt marks that ſaints 
can haue , and the worthyeſt. 
teſtimonies of fayth and re« 
verence,areſanQity of life,and the 
perfe&ion of good workes : for $, 
Iohn Baptiſ} wrought no miracles 
during his life, and yet they who 
hage wrought many, ihall not be 
eſteemed more holy then he: and. 
' therfore the notable renowne of 
the Religions life of Saint Clare, 
might ſuthce to make her appeare | 
ſuch 
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fuch as ſhe is, if rhe cepidity ,colde 
nes, and remiſſnes of the world,8& 
partly alſo deuotion did not othere 
wiſe require . But (ince this holy 
virgin wasnot only in her lifetime 
by ber merits {wallowed vp in the 
_depth of diuineilluminations , but 
was alſo after her death a meruaye 
lous ſplendour ouer all the world 
by the light of her miracles : an as 
the moſt pure Verity hath cauſed 
the recording of many of ber mi« 
racles ,that they remayne as te(ti= 
monies , memory, & denuntiation 
of her Sanity : therfore allo the 
multicude of them inforce meta 
recount ſome, thay they may be 
zenerally diuulged & knowne, 

A Child called [avnes, ſeeming 
not lo (icke as puſſefſed , in regard 
that ſ(oratimes be cal himiclie 1oto 
: ehe 


— 
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ahe _ into the RT ns 

vpon the ground;and with fach 
-Mat bite the ” cas , that bis 
drake bis teeth withall , forced 
bloudont of dis head, and wreſted 
His mouth moſt | yp 5 yes 
fomrtimes would ſfeeme & monſter; 
Þ double & foulding bis mern« 
ders , tha his feerte would be yporb 
His necke, He wax btdinaridy ewice 
in the -day afflited with the like 
rormentsin fuch fort,thattwo per- 
fons ſufhoed 'not th reftraine Hints 
from tearing of his clogther , yes 
there was ag Bre-gr0 Pepe, 
him from murdering of himſelfe| 
Phiſltians bauing-in vaine labows 
yedto cure him , at Jenpth his Fae 
ther named Guidalore had recourſe 
tothe merits of S. Ctare,affeRionat- 


by ſayiog : O boly Virgin na 
of 
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of the world,to thee Laddreſſe my 
(elfe, beſeeching thee to obtaine of 
God my Sonnes: health : then full 
of confidence beconduged him ta 
he fepulcher of this Saint , & laid 
bn thereupon, and he preſently 
miraculouſly obtained the fauoug 
be defired, þ1s nonae being perfee 
fly cared of all bis iafirmities , & 
Was nener tronbled after, 
Alexandyma a womiot the town 
of Frata,neere to Perufia,Was poſes 
fled and tormented with an abhoe 
minable dinell, ta whoſe paweg 
ſhe was ſo left, that he made ber to 
fly as a bird to the top. of a rocke 
neere to the river af Jibur, then 
made her deſcend toa branch of 
_ tree that did hang ouer the ſaid ris 
ner , the to hang ypon that branch, 
there playing her idle prankes , 
%s mm 
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vteerly benummed, for which the 
Phiſitians could find no reinedy 2 
at lenpth ſhe came with great de- 
notion to the ſhrine of Saint Clare , 
and inuocating her merits ſhe was 
cured of all her affliQions ; hauing 
alſo the gout in her left hand, 
body halfe paraliticall was curd 
and withall ſhe was iotierly freed 
from the oppreſſion aod feruitude 
ofthe Liuell _ 


Another woman of the ſame - 


Place was cured before the ſaid (o# 
pulcher , who was in like ſort po» 
Melled with the divell,& had with» 
all many other grievous inficmie 
yes: FP 


3 =_ 


This woman had halfe her body 


b 
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Of many that were miraculouſly Cu= 
14d of dzxers diſeaſes « 


- CHAP. XXVIIT: 


"" M> French Youth , poinp 6© 
#"% Rome In company of other 
' his Countreymen, fell ſicke 
& lay by the way; looſing through 
the force of bis infirn:ity his ſenſe 
and ſpeach , and his body became 
deformed as it were a monſter , 
thin became he ſo furious, that he 
could not be held, ſo that he (eee 
medready todye « which ſpetacle 
did notonly moue his companions 
to compaſhon , but did alſo excee- 
dingly terrify them s and therfore 
they boud him to abeere,& carry* 

h 3 ed 
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5d hint to the Church of $, Clare; 
where having placed him, beforg 
her ſepulcher, they appl 7ed Chiitte 
ſclues all fo Prayer, intiScatinÞ the 
help of God and of the Saint, vvha 
made ſuch intercefisg fot the yonp 
man , that,he was 1n an inſtant in- 
gicrly cured, 57 
A manofthe Citty of Spoleriub 
Called / alentine, was exceedingly 
afflicted with the falling ſidcknes, 
in which he fell ſix times a day in 
Whatſocuer place, he was, and be= 
fideghe had one foote ſo wreſted 
awry , that be Was vtterly latned's 
be was brought pon an afſe to 
the ſtpulcher of S. Clare, where ha- 
wing renained two dayes & three 


vights , fhe third, day Attempting 
© moue die lame fooge , and nor 
beiog neece him, he rhade fach's 

Royle, 


” 
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noy(e ,that being heard by ſome a 
farce off, they {eemed to heare the 
breaking of a piece of dry wood 3 
and the man was inſtantly cured” 
of both the one and the other his 
| {aiddiſeaſes, 

+ The Sonne of a Woman of Spo= 
deturicalled lames of twelue yeares 
old heiog blind , could not goe 
without a vide: and being once 
forſaken 'of him who conduRed 
Him 2 hefell into a pit , brake one 
0 


f hs Awe, and” hurt his head, 
The night following Qleeping by 
the bridge of Y arue oh WT. ap 
| aced vato him, andſayd : Janes, 
ThOP wile came to mw, to. Abd: 
um I wil cuce thee. Arifinp early ia 
_ the morping , he mach admired at 
Sheviſion , which he cecounted to 
&o other bliad men , whognſwe- 
E 4 ced 
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ared him : Brother we have heard: 
ofa Lady lately dead in the Cir»: 
ty of Aſtſium , at whoſe ſepulcher 
God worketh by ber merits many 
miracles : which the blind youth 
baning heard, he left thetwo other 
blind men , and with a ſtrotp cone 
filence haſtned to Aﬀiſium, and 
in the Way he lodged at Spoterum, 
Where inthe night he had the fame 
viſion , which increaſed the-hope 
of the recovering his fight: and 
made him haſten in time co-arriue 
ar the Church of S;Clare, Where 
 Ginding it (o filled vvith peoplethat 
he could not enter , was greatly 
twroubled. 

Bur ſeing no remedy , he reſted 
®tthe dore, and there remayned 
till the evening , Where this poore 
Shed youth being wegry with his 

LLESS 
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iorney , and afflied that he could 


not enter into the Church , ſetled 
himſelfe the beſt he could to reſt 
vpon the pround ', laying his 
| head again a great ſtone, and 
ſo flept, -and preſently the third 
time he heard the (ayd voice, ſpea« 
king: lames,God wil do thee good, 
if thou canſt enter, and inconti= 
nently awaking out of that ſleep , 
he began to cry, and begpge of the 
people with aboundance of teares 
to permit himto enter , which has 
uing a long time continued , they 
pane him place , & having diſcloa= 
thed himſelfe, putting his girdle a» 
bout his necke, he went to the ſe= 
pulcher of the Saint , befare which 
With great reverence. and humility 
her fell vpon hisknees,and hauing 
perfiſted ſome in prayer, beſec- 

© K s ching 
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756 . The lije of the 
Ching SeClare to intercede for him, 
he fell into agentieflumber, wheres. 
in S,Clare appeared ynto him, and | 
ſayd, Ariſe lames , for thou art als ' 
ready cured , and being awaked , 
andraylcd ypon his feere, the des» 
felt of his ight.left bim , & by the 
yertues and meritts of this Sgiae 


., 


he clearly ſaw gfor which he glon- 


#* 


fed God, and gave bim thankes 
forſo admurable a work,exhani 
all people prefent'to Jo the ike, & 
eo praiſe our Redemer Leſs Ghuilt 
ia thisdus holy (eruant, 


x 
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of the Lame and. paralitiqes cured 
"; uy Saint Clare. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


; We of Peruſia called 
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| artis de Buds , went 
3; age Firne with many other 
Cittizepis out of the Citey to fight 
wo BAR ſelr enemies bf Fullinius 2 
Yarmilh being ended , ob 
found: his hand” exceedingly hurt 
with the blow of 'a' flint None, 
2nd the bone being broken he was 
therby maymed : and hauing bya 
at extreme coft'for the cur ey: Fox + 
yet without any remedy "bor al 
tmforced to carry his arme-in a 
ſkarfe, he elwayes ge jen 
thecot gr of adeſperaite mayme, 5c 
aoked 


© ng er 
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Jked Conſe)l about cutting off his 
and ; but having one day heard 
peach of marueylons thingee 
wrought by almighty God at the 
intecceſon of 'S. Clare , he with a 
ſtrong fayth yowed to goe to-her 
ſepulcher s whiher arnuing he vee 


ry devouly preſented. her.a hand 


of wax, then fell ypan-his knees, 
& made hisferuent prayer widGod, 
that jt would pleaſe his divigemas» 
teſty, by the merits & intercefion. 
of, that. moſt. boly virgin to cure 
him the. {pcceſſs was admirable, 


for before this:gentleman aroſe, he 


Felt bis hand-intierly cured , for 
which be gaue thankes to God & 
& the Saint, 

A young mag likewiſe of Ca= 
#rouitoli called Perroniue , was fo 
columed With a difeaſe which had 


for 
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for three years continua)ly afflited 
him, that he ſeemed ro be already 
withered , & corrupted , yea he 
was therby brought to ſuch weak. 
nes ;that in going he ſtouped with 
his face as it were ypon the proe 
und , & found great dithkculty eo”. 
walke , though with a taffe in his 

hand to ſupport hint, i. 
His Father hauing alredy bin ex. 
ceedingly charged abouthis cure, 
continued yet tn reſolution to ime 
ploy the reſiJue of his ſubſtice out 
of his yehem&t deſireto ſee his ſon 
cured., But the Paifitians having 
aſſured him that there was no hope 
of cure by humane art, he had re- 
eourſe to the new Saint, of whoſe 
vertue having heard much report, 
he canſed his ſonne to be carryed 
thither where the Reliquegof Saint 
| Clare” 
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Clare repofed. And having made 
His prapees by her ſepulcher, here 
couered his former health, and mjs 
raculoufly arofe found & freight, 
as if he had never indured infirm} 
ty, yea he ran, leapt, and'prayſed 
God, & $. Clare, inducing ull pres 
ſent ts hane greater faith and 
tion towards hey. ©. firing 
In the rowne of Saint Quiric, 
within the Dioceſfe of Aftfium ,a 
child of 'ten 'yeares' old , :bauin 
by n borne lame, went ſo pittifully: 
and painfully, that if he: chaunced 
to fallto the ground , he could'nos 
riſe againe,but with extreme diffi 
cups} Ot: ; 

His mother had many times xe- 
commended him to S. Francs, yet 
found he no redrefle : but vnder« 
RKgnding afterwardes , that the vir« 


g1n 
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Sin Saiat Clare was very famous for 
info miracles, which by ber me« 
ritts were wrought at her ſepn}- 
cher , ſhe cauſed her Sonne to be 
carryed thither 3 & incpneinenthy 
afrer 'that he had bin there , his 
bones were fetled in their places, 8 
his mEbers were cured: that which 
Saint Frauc# intreated by denout 
prayersWould not- graunt , he re- 
ferred 10 bevbtayned & iImpetras ' 
ted by the merits of his diſciple S, 
Clare, 3. Tl 

A Cittizen 'of Eugubium called 
Jameyle:Prance.,had aSonne of fiue 
yearesoht ſo lame, that he could- 


not goe, which he very impatients 
ly ſupported , feeming to-him that 
the-torment of his child was a re- 
proach ynto 
mly x 


his honour and. fa- 


When 
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When this child was vpan the 
ground, he would wallow row 
in the duſt inthar ſortto goe, _ 
if he would ſtay himſelfe againſt a 
ny thing to ariſe, he could not, for | 
uature had giuen him only a de- 
Gre,but noforce or ability therun- 
to, But his Father and Mather 
, conſulted to makea yow for him 
and to offer him to the merits of 
Saint Clere, to whome they promi» | 
fed, that beiag cured he thould be 
called hers, The vow being made 
the eſpouſe of Iefus Chri cured 
| this child, who began ſo well co go, 
that withoat any belp he wentto 
the ſepulcher of the ſayd Saint, 

A woman of Caſtel]-Meaverie,cal- 
led Plewaria , had bin longtime be- | 
nummed ,in ſuch ſort as the could \ 
Rot goe without a ſaffe , but _ ; 
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Hog.heeſclfe to. be carryed to the 


Jepulcher of:Saine Clare, and ha= 
\uing- there deuoutly offered her 


-PIAyers ;the day following ob 


'tayned y Vybat the. vvith fayth 


demaunded , lo that 'te returned 
home vpon-ber owne ferce, wha 


-Camethiher ſupported by the feet 
. of others , 


A woman of Peryfra bad a [wel- 
ling vpon her cheeke , which tor= 
mented her a long tyme , and bee 
{ides had all ouer her byJy many 
ring-wormes and tettars ; ihe had 


, $01 her necke preater tha ber 


heady ofen thinking on $.Clare, 
ſhe ortS day went her Church, 
where With great deuvi.n and & 
true fafth ſhe made her prayers:5 
continuing by ber ſepulcher till e« 
aca Within night , ihe fejl into 2 
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ſreat ſweet , wherby the ſwelling 

egan to wax dry and to {hrinke, 
and ſo by little and little ſhe was ſo 
perfeQly cured , that there remay= 
nednoſhey of any lkarre, - 


How two children were by Saint 
Clare reſcued, and preſerued 
from the rageof welues . 


CHAF AAA. 


Hs valley of Spoletum was 

accuſtomed to be much af= 
fiicted with wolues , which 
did often prey there ypon mans 
flicſh., There dwek a woman called 
Bonnua , ypnn the mounre Galion, 
within the dioceſe of 4/[i/i4 , who 
hauing two children , had ſcarſe 
EO ended 
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ended her lametations for the one 
which the wolues had deuoured, 
bur whiles ſhe was buſied in her 
houſe they carried away theother. 

The wolfe carryed the child to 
the top ofa mountaine & grapled 
it by the throat , whileſt a lgbourer 
inthe vineyardes hearing the pitti= 
Full cry of the child called the mo= 
ther , and admoniſhed her to haue 
care of her Sonne , in regard he 
heard a crying. voyce like to his : 
the woman not finding her Sonne, 
preſently belieued that the wolues 
haiſeyſedvpon him, and therfore 
began to raile her lamentations to- 
wardes heauen , deuoutly inuoca= 
ting the helpof Saint Clarein theſe 
tearmes ; Q bleſled S. Clare haue 
compaſthon vpon me miſerable 


Woman , and reſtore me my child, 
Lz Heare 
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Heare if thou pleaſe the prayers of 
an infortunate mother, and pernait 
me not to continue in this rigorous 
deſolation , Whiles this poore wo- 
_ man ſo recommended her diſtreſſe 
eo S,Clare,her neighbors furniſhed 
with vyeapons, haſtened after the 
—— — and coming tothe 
top of the ſaid mountaine, they 
found that he had lefe the child 
wounded in the throate , whoſe 
woundesa dogge was licking , & 
ſo the child was ſafely recouered 
by the merits of S, Clare, who was 
Inuocated by his mother, towhom 
he was brought , and was inconti- 
neatly reſtored toperfeRhealth. 
A little girle of the towne of Ca- 
nary, being about noone abroad in 


the field, where ſhe did ſome fer» 


uice to another woman , there 


came 


| 
' 
\ 
| 
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eamea wolfe , which being taken 
by the girle but for a dogge , he 
leapt vpon her necke, and tooke. 
hold off her head , The other wo=- 
man , and the mother of the pirle 
there preſent ran after, and cried 
for help, inuocating Saint Clare : & 
it was admirable to heare that the 
child _ in the teeth of the wolfe 
reprehended him, ſaying , Thou 
theefe , how canſt thou carry me 
further I being recommended to 
that holy virgin?The wolfe as dan- 
ted with thoſe words,gently ſetthe 
you vp6 the ground, & as a theefe 

ound & takenin the fat, hefled: 
& the pirle returned without any 
burt yato her mother, 


L 3 
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How diners were delivercd from 
drowning and danger of ſea, ha- 
umg inuocated S. Clare . 


CHAP XXXL 
Shippe fraught vvith many 
perſons departing out of the 


port of Piſa , for the ile of 


Sardinta, the firſt night, there aroſe 
ſuch a terrible tempeſt, that the 
force therof leaked the bottome of 
the veſſel], which made apparent 
to all therein, that they were in 
molt evidet danger of ſhipwrake ; 
wherfors they began to inuocate 
the Queene of heauen , and many 
other Saintes to afhiſt them, At 
length perceiving go EI of 

| Relg 


| 
| 
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their lives ſafety , they addreſſed 
themſelues to S. Clare, and yowed 
to her , that if by her interceſſion 
they were deliuered , they would 

oe all naked ro their very ſhirtes, 
with their girdles about theirneck, 
to viſit her ſacred Reliquesat Aſie 
ſium, ech of them carrying a wax 
light of two pound inthe:r hands. 


This vow being made , they ſavy 


three great ligl:ts deſcend f10 hea« 
nen , the one Whereof ſetled ypors 
the forepart of the ſhip, annthee 
vpon the poupe, and the third y« 
pon the pumpe , by the vertue 
whereof the leakes Where the was. 
ter did enter was cloſed vp, and 
the ſea became (o quiet and calme, 


that with a gratious Wind the ye= 
f:1l was accompanied and ſafely 


conducted by the ſaid lights to the 
L 6 pore 


} 
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portof Areitar, where being arri< 
ued and landed , and the marchan- 
dize all ſafely put ypon ſhore , the 
aid lights vaniſhed , and ( vvhich 
was admirable) the ſhip preſently 
ſunke, and yvas caſt away : they 
Which went out of her, acknowe 
Jedging the miracle, and at their 
returne to Piſa deymoutly accome 
ſhed their vow , yielding infinie 
thankes to almighty God , and to 
the virgin S, Clare for the great be- 
nefit recciued by ber interceiſi» 
Vi 2 


J 
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How Saint Clare was canonted 
by the Pope Alexander the 
fourth . 


CHAP. XXXIEF. 


Oo x Innocent the fourth 1:« 
ued fo little time after the 
death of S, Clare, that he could 
not Canonize her . The holy Sea 
bauing bin two yeares vacant, £- 
lexander the fourth was choſen 
Pope , who being exceedingly de- 
goted , & a friend to piety , pro= 
tetour of Religious, hauing heard 
trace relation both of the miracles, 
vvhich our Lord Ieſus Chriſt 
wrought for the glory of his holy 
feruant, & ofthe renowne of ber 
Ls vertues 


72 The life of the 
vertues , Which daily. more and. 
more diunloed themſctlues in the 
Church, knovving alſo that her 
Canonization was generally de- 
fired , his Holines being alſo in- 
duced by the zflurance of fo 
many miracles, began therfore ro 
treat in the Conſiſtory of her Ca- 
novization , 

W herin to proceed more matu- 
rely , there were ele&ed prudent 
and yertuous men to examine the 
ſaid miracles, & the irreprehenſible 
life of the Saint : vvhich being 
done, and this holy virgin being 
found , & proved to haue bin in 
her |-fe an vnſpotted mirrour of all 
veriues, and to haue byn enno« 
bled of Almighty God after her 
death by true and approued mi- 
racles, the day of her Canonizati- 


ona 
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Oi: Was appointed, when were pre- 
ſent with his Holines many Cardi- 
nalls, Archbilhops , Bilhops, o= 
ther Prelates, and a preat number 
of Prieſts and Religious with infle 
nit noble men, Gentlemen and os 
thers, ech in their degree & qua- 
lity , before whome the Pope pro- 
poſed this ſacred affayre , demaun« 
ding the opinio of the Prelats. who 
with one accord paue conſent, and 
afte Tionatly beſought that the ſaid 
Saint might be canonized in the 
Church, as leſus Chrift had glo- 
rifyed her in heauen . In this ſort 
then, three yeares after her happy 
deceale, Pope Alexander cauied 
her folemnely to be enrolled in 
the Catalogue of Saintes, orday- 
ning her feaſt to be celebrated with 

| (olemanity in the Chycch the 12. of 
- Augult 6 


174 The life of the 
Ang » This Canonization was 
performed the yeare of grace 1255. 
and the firſt of the raigne of the 
Pope, to the prayſe and glory of 
our Redeemer Ileſus Chriſt . 1 


Heere endeth the life , and 
miracles of the glorious 
virgin dS. Clare. 
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OF S AGNES 
" S$4STER T0 © 
s. CLARE 


How S. Agnes was by the boly F. 
S. Francis ſent to Florence, 
there to build 4 monaitery. 


CHAF T7; 


=# H t virgin & eſpouſe 


= "f of our Redeemer les 
J 
Lol 


5 Chriſt , Agnes, 
I el 


E. & true companion of 


Saint Clare, aſwellin 
bloud 


376 The lifeof the 
bloud , 8s in vertue & Religion, 
perſeuered & perſiſted in notable 
ſanQity of life in the monaſtery of 
S. Damian: & from the tyme of her 
entrance into Religion , euen to 
her death , the alwayes Wore a ve- 
1y rough hairecloath next ber ten« 
der skin. Her ordinary refeQion 
Was almoſt alwayes bread and wa- 
ter, being naturally very pirtifull 
to cuery one. .S, Francs finding 
this virgin to haue obteyned of 
G59, by meanes & a{bſtance ofher 
ſi tcr, a worthy perfeion, he ſent 
her to Florence, there to found a 
nevyv Monaſtery of poore Siſters 
call:d mount Cl: , wherof Saint 

Francs made her Abbeſle. 
T his holy virgin induced many 
ſoules ro abandon the world, and 
to ſcrue Iclus Chriſt , which ſhe 
. did 
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did by meanes of her pious conuer« 
ſation , & ſanQity of life , by holy 
diſcourſes, and wordes of God, 
that ſweeetly flowed out of her 
mouth: and as a perfet contem« 
ner of tranſitory thinges, & fol- 
lower of Ieſus Chriſt, ſhe planted 
in this monaſtery (conformably to 
the defire of the holy Fathcr Saint 
Francis, & of $ Clare) the obſer= 
uance , & profeion of Euangeli- 
call poverty: but being exceeding- 
ly grieued with the abſence of her 
ſiſter , ſhe wrote this letter follo= 
Wing ynto her, and toall the Relt- 
pious of the monaſtery of 5 Dami« 
an , Whertn the had recetued her C- 
ducation , and ſpicituall aourtures 


Af 
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A copy of the Letter , which S. Ag- 


nes iyrote to her fiſter $. Clare, 
and to all the other ſifters of the 
monaſtery of $. Damian, 


CHAP. It. 


4 O the venerable & beloued 
Mother in our Lord Chrit 

Ieſus, Clare, and to all her 
Coneat, humble ſiſter {gnes , the 
leaſt of the diſciples of Ieſus Chrift 
& of yours, commendeth herſeife 
vnto you all,and proſtrate at your 
feete,dath yield you al ſubmiſkan 
and. deuotion , wulhing ynto you 
what is moſt pretious from the 
moſt high King of Kinges, Tothe 


end that all agture, which hath bin 


created 
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created of God , doe acknowledge 
i ſelfe to be ſuch,as it cannot pers 
GR of ir ſelfe in « owae effence 
the divine prouidence moſt prue 
dently permitteth , that when an 
one eſteemeth bhimſelfe to be in 
proſperity , then is he drowned & 
plunged in aduerſities. This I tell 
you my moſt deare mother , thag 
you may know , vwhare affi:iom 
and extreame heauines poſſcſſethy 
my (piri, being (o rormnented, that 
hardly can | ſpeake: and this bee 
cauſe | am corporal y ſeparated 
from vou and my holy f(iſters, with 
whome | hoped to baue happily 
lived, and dyed in this worlJ, Sg 
far is this my griefe from (lickin 
tbar ir cocinually tncreaſeth, whicks 
aSithad a begianing, (odol bee 
lieue its will find ng cad in this - 
T7 vorld 
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world for it is ſo continuall , and 


Familiar vato me, that I preatly 
Feare it will never forſake me. 

I was perſwaded that life 8nd 
geath ſhould be alike, without po- 
wer of any ſeparation vpon earth , 
amongſt them, who baue one ſame 
converſation and life in heauen, & 
muſt haue one fame (epulture ; 
them I ſay, whom one ſame,equal} 


maturall profeſſion, and one lame 


loue bath made ſiſters , But fo far 
as I can (ce, being abandoned and 
afflitea on ech {de, I am much 
miſtaken. O my holy ſiſters, I be« 
feech you to be reciprocally grie- 
ved wkh me, & let vs Weep togea- 
ther , betog ©fured , that you (hal 
geuer experience any dolour com- 


i.) a RS: 48: 
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ſhould you 


Ghriawvirem $. Agnes. 18e 
wWhome leſus Chriſt had conioined 
me , This oriefe tormenteth me in» 
cefſantly,this fire burneth my hare 
continually , ſo that being on ech 
ſide offlited , I know not what to 
thinke, neither doth gny bope re- 
maine , but to be aſſiſted by your 
prayers,that Almighty God eafing 
this affiation , may make it tolle= 
rable vnto me « 

O my moſt pratious Mother, 
wybat ſhall I doe , and vvhate 
ſhall I ay, ſith I know not that e= 
ver I ſhall ſee you more,or likewiſe 
my ſiſters ?O that it were lawfull 
for me to vtter yato you the con- 
ceipts of my ſoule,, as I would de= 
fire , or that I could open my hart 
vnto you YO this paper ; then 

u ſee the lively and con» 
tiouall dolours that torment me: 
Ma my 


oy Fhe bfe of the 
my ſoule burneth interiourly , bee 
fog afflited with an inceſſant fire 
of loue: and my hart groaneth , 
a ,andlamenterh with deſire 
of your preſence : myne ecics cane 
not baue their fall of weeping ; and 
albeit I ſeeke for ſome conſolation 
againſt this bitternes, yet can | find 
none s but euery thing turneth into 
riefe, & much more,when I con» 
der the meanesto ſee you. I am 
 Intierly Neepedin theſe anguilhes, 
Hauing none that cat comfort me 
in this life, but that I receiue alittle 
conſolation from the liberall hand 


of our Sauiour Teſus Chriſt, which 


tue thankes vnto his divine mas 

zeſty,for this fauour and mercy ex- 

tended , towardes me , & for that 
eheough his grace ,I find ſuch _ 
cor 


cauſeth me to beleech you allto 


Gloriow virgin S. Agnes, ity 
cord, peace,end charity in this Coe 
vent , 8s þy wordes cannot be exe 
preſſed; theſe (ifters having receie 
yed me with exceeding loue-& de« 
uotion , yielding me Obedience, 
vvith extraordinary promptitude 
$& reverence. 

They all with one accord re« 
eommend themſeluestoour Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, &to you my Siſter, 
& co all the ſiſters of the monaſtes 

: & Il recommend my ſelte 8 
them to your holy prayers, befee« 
ohing vou as a mother to be mind= 
full ofthem, & of me, as of your 
daughters: & know you that they 
& I, will all ehedaics of our life, 
obſcrue & keeps your holy pre« 
£22 and aduertiſements. Beſides 

elice you (bould know,thar the 
Pope bath gNs to Woo 
X 
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I'demaunded of him , conformas 
bly to your intention & myne, & 


articulerly -in the matter you 
ow ;to Wit, that we may not 
poſleſſe any thing proper » I be- 
ſeech you my. moſt deare mother, 
to procure of the Reuerent Father 
Generall , that he often viſit vs, ts 
comfort vs in God, whole grace be 
with your ſpirit, Amene 


Of as extaſyof S. A ones; and how 
S. Clare ſaw ber thrice crows 
wed by an Angell. 


CHAP. IL 


 A1NT Clarein kerlaſt ſicknes 
obteyned , that her ſifter Saint 
oF gr1es might come ty fee hee 

nd 
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iathe monaſtery of S. Damian , tes 
keep her company during the fey 
daics ſhe had to line: &ſo S, Fo» 
wes bauing left her Couent, well 
ports in Religion & ſanity , 
ecameto Afhſium, where Saint 
Clare being one night in prayer a” 
part from her ſiſter, ſhe neuerthe- 
tes ſaw her, being alſo in prayer, 
lifeed from the earth , & an Angell 
to crowne her thrice with ſo many 
ſeuerall crownes . The day follo- 
wing ſhe demaunded of ber ſiſter, 
what prayer or contEplatio ſhe had 
made the night paſt :but ſhe of hu- 
mility yavvilling to manifeſt her 
rayer, being at length inforced 
by Obedience, made her this cela- 
tion : I conſidered the great googd- 
nes , aad moon” ot Almighty 
Ggg , wherby he (upporteth ſuck 
M4 Q0t + 


woes - 
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enormous offeces of finnerswhich 
I conſidered with a deep forrow 
and compallion : then | chought , 
and y-t doe thinke of the loue, 
Which almighty God beareth tq 
Grners & howhe indured death 


to fave them: thirdly I conſidered, 


& doe conſider, & am with com- 
P?ibo exceedingly affl: ed forthe 
foules in purgacory, & their great 
2orments 3: & becauſe they cannot 
Heip 'hemſclues , | asked mercy 
for them of the moſt ſacred wounds 
of our Redcemer lefus Chriſte 


How 
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How $S. Apnes ſent S. Clares 
veyle to the monaitery of Flo- 
rence , and of her death and 
iranſlatton to Samt George an 
Aftium, with all her Religious 
Wto Anew Count . 


CHAP. IIIL. 
A FTe nthedeath of $ Clave, 


| Saint Aeones (ent her blacke 
veyle, which ſhe did ordi« 
nerily weare , to the poore Religh- 
ous of Mount Ce, which (he had 
founded ar Florence , which ſhe 
did , in regard of her great amity 
towardes then , and that they 
might inherie ſome Reliques of $ 


Clare for their comfort and denoti» 
VT Ms on , 


Glorious virgin S. Aguer. 189 


DER oe "IR 
TT a a 
« - 


738 The life of the 
On. That veyle is yet in the (aid 
monaſtery , where it is ſo carefule 
Iy preſerued , that in ſubſtance and 
colour it ſeemeth ſtill new + T here 
islikewiſe to be ſeene in the ſame 
monaſtery a cloak of S. Fraucy,by 
which Reliques our Lord wor- 
keth many miracles , A little aftee 
the death of S. Clare, S. A gnes alſo 
deſired to be preſent at the marrie 
ape of the lJambe,, whither ſhe was 
loufted : but ſhe ficſt received the 
conſolation , which. S. Clare had 
promiſed her , that before ſhe dee 
parted out of this life , the ſhould 
ſee her Spouſe Ieſus Chriſt , as a 
talt of the eternall felicityes, wher- 
to ſhe was to beeleuated , & cone 
ducted by her (weet ſpoule Chriſt 
Ieſus., She dyed the 56.yeare of her 


age,ceplegilhed with perfet fanRi- 
tf 5 


Glottou virgin $. Agnes. tg 
ty ; and being delivered out of this 
priſon , she went to pony the 
Kingdome with Angels, and the 
holy virgins, that had bin conſe= 
crated to leſus Chriſt , in which 
Flory theſe two ſiſters , & davghe 
ters of Sion, companions in heauen 
by nature & grace,doe pyayſe God 
without end, 
| There aſſembled a preat multi- 

tudeof people vpon the death of 
S; Agnes ,andthey with great dee 
notion aſcended with a ladder the 
monaſtery of Saint Darnian , ho= 
ping thereby tq receiue ſome ſpirf- 
tuall conſolation of ſanRity , but ig 
hapned that the chaine which beld 
the ladder did flip, fo that all thoſe, 
who were vpon lt, fell downe one 
vpon another, which made a great 
noyle and dlamour by theſe whe 
Wee 


_ . .- 
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were hurt; & hbauing with a ſtrong 
faich inuocated $, 4 gnes , were K\ 
cured. The (aid holy virgin was 
incerred at S. Daman, bur after« 
wardes was trarſported into the 
Church ef S. George , where ſhe 
Qillcemgyverh togeather with hee 
Giter in Aſlifium , by the which 
Caurch the Cittizens haue buile= 
a faire monaſtery intituled Saint 
Clare , whither w ere afterward res 
moved the Religious ſiſters of S, 
Daman : which was done to pres 
uent mafly inconueniences , that 
might acriue vnto the being withe 
Out che Citty . The (aid Religioug 
| broughtfrem $ Namian many Ree 
l:ques, and perticularly the Crue 
cx , Which ſpake to S. Prancs, as 
$he b-ginning of his conuerſion y 
Whuch is extgat in the ſid Pong? 
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ſtery of 3. © /arezand the Friars Mis 
norsare at 5. Damian, 


Of many miracles wrought by Al- 
mighty God, through the merits 
of S. Agnes. 


CHAP. V. 


Girle of Peruſia had a cane 
cre fiſtula. in her throgte, 
who hauing deuotion to Se 
Agnes, viſited her ſepulcher , The 
Religious there hauing vabouad 
her (oare, at the entry ofthe Coe 
uent & then having witha (trong 
faith*offcred her prayers , (he aroſe 
ſound, and returacd to her houſe 
exceedingly comforted , yielding 
thankes to. God , and to his ſer» 


ULAE « 
There 
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There wasa Religious ſiſter at 
our Lady of Angells of Peruſia, 
vyho had a mortall ſoare in her 
breaſt , Which the Phiſitians had 
Indoed to be incurable; in it there 
were three holes, ſo thatthe Reli- 
vi0us Wome exhorted her to beare 
this affiiftion yvith patience , as 
proceeding fram the hand of God, 
and to conforme herſelfe to his di- 
nine will , This diſeaſed ſiſter be- 
inp alwaies of mind to recommend 
herſelfe toS. Agnes, kneeling one 
day before the Altar , ſhe vvith 
much: deuotion commended her- 
ſelfe to the holy ſeruant of God, 
demaunding of ber redrefle of 
her infirmity , vvherewithall fal- 
ling falling into a ' gentle and 
ſweet (lumber , Saint Agnes ap« 


peared yato her , and With her 
hand 


hand touched her mortall woun 
with which viſitatio ſhe was ſweet« 
ly comforted, and cureds and at 
her awaking finding herſelfe ſond, 
ſhe gaue infinit thankes to God, 8& 
to her advocate S. Jones. 

Another Religious wom3 of the 
monaſtery of Venice , had an im- 
poſtume in her breaſt , which was 
opened by the Phiſitians, & found 
fo dangerous , that they allotted 
heravery little time to line , Fhis 
poore fiſter therefore in this di- 
rele, recommended herfelfe to 
the two ſiſters , S, Clare and Saint 
Agnes, and about midnight theſe 
two Saints , as moſt (tkilfull phiſitt- 
ans , brought boxes of moſt preti- 
ous 0y.niments, and accompanyed 
with many virgins entred into the 
Infirmary , where this {icke fiſtee 
was , 
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was, who were ſeene by many Re« 
ligious , & drawing neere to hey 
bed , Saint Clare ſaid vmto her : Sis 
Qer, Be you aſſured that you ſhalbe 
cured by the power & gaodnesof 
God , and by the merites of Saint 
Agnes « The (icke Religious not 
knovving vvbo ſpake vato her; 
doubred of this reuelation-: X the 
Saintes replyed , that they were 
Phiſitians of Atlſ{tum : then Saint 
Agnes annointed the ſoares with 
the oyntment the had brought ,'8 
fo the vifion diſappeared , & the 
diſeaſed ſiſter was in ſuch fore cu« 
red of her mortall wound , that no 

appearance remayned therofe+ 
Another Religious of the mo» 
naſtery of Saint Clrein-Afhſium , 
had byn tor fixtcene yeare togea- 
ther afflifted with ſuch an infirai- 
by s 
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ty , that the other Religious held 
her for a lepar. This diſeaſed crege 
ture beſought S, 1gnes to pray ew 
the Virgin of heauen for her ree 
couery. and this prayer being pere 
formed with a vow , the Religious 
was incontinently cured, & freed 
from all remainder of her infirmie 
ty . 

A Burgeſſe of Aſfium had byn 
long time lame by the blow of a 


 ſtonereceiued vpn his foore, and 


beivg hopcleſle of humane remee 
dy , vpon the feaſt of S. Agnez,he 
went ſo well as he could to her 
Church , and with ſtrong faytle 
and deuotion fell ypon his knees 
before her Altar. His prayer being 
ended he aroſe ſound , and luty, 
Which he recounted to many ,and 
thanked Slmighty Godforit, 


———t 
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A Painter called Palmero bein 
fn a dangerous ficknes , & by the 
phiſitians _ nuer as dead, one 
 Bighrafter his (peach was loſt}, his 
brother expe@ing in his opinion 
His laſt breatbing, was exceedingly 
diſquieted , and coming to his bed 
Gde, andlamenting him as already 
dead , he fell vpon his knees , ade 
dreſſed his prayers to S. - gries, & 
yvith aboundance of teares and 
great confidence made a vow ,that 
zf his Brother by her meritrs and 
Intercethon might be cured,(o ofts 
as he painted her image, he would 
feet a Crowne of gold ypon her 
head. This prayer and vow being 
ended,the ſicke party incontinent- 
Jy began to ſpeake, as if he had a» 
wakened out of a profound ſleep , 
2nd called for meare,and did hun». 
| - perly 


I 
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erly eate,then FRET his x 

aying,that two Religious women 
came to viſit bim being in his ago 
ny, & reputed for Jead,8 that the 
fame viſitation had ſuch force, as it 
left him perfeAly cured, as he ap= 
peared. 

A vyoman of Aſifum had a 
ſonne of cs. yeares old that had am 
impoſtume in his breaſt , where 
the canker was fo increaſed , that it 
made it in.ſuch ſort venemovus, as 
itexceeded the Phiſttians skill to 
Cure it : this woman hauling vader. 
ſtood , that by the meritts of Saint 
Agnes, Almighty God had cured 
ſuch diſeaſes , the commaunded 
her ſonne often to viſit her ſepul= 
cher, and deuoutly co recommend 
himſelfe vato her : which he did 
in ſuch ſort , that approaching one 


Ns evening 
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evening fo neere her ſelpulcher } 
that his montall ſoare touched the 
ſame, and there falling a ſleepe, he 
ſo remained till the next morning , 
When awaking he found bimſelfe 
Intierly cored : for which having 


turned to aduertiſe his mother , 
affirming that S, Clare, and Saint 
Agnes appeared vnto him inthe 


oynement , wherewith Saint Agves 
hauigannointed him,he was pre 
(ently eures 


13 pf 


of 


\ | 


thanked God & his Saint , here- 


night , andthats, Clare broughtan 


| 
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of poſſeſied perſons deliuered by ths 
merits of $, Agnes : and of 
rertayne other miracles . 


CHAP. VE 


Hznxs was a child of its 
yearesold in Adtfjum, who 

laying amog other childrE, 
an yoknovvne man Paue him © 
greene beane codde, which the boy 
opening,three of the beanes fell ta 
the ground , and the fourth only 
he did eate,yet ſo ſoone us he came 
home, he vomited extremely, then 
beganne torumble, and furiouſly 
no, He bimſelfe , turning and 
youling his eyes in his head in ſuch 
ſort, as it well appeared , that he 


4 


indured extreme torment : and his 


Nz 


geſtur? 
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eſture ſo terrifyed them who bee 
ld him, that they indped him 
poſleſſed : and therfore bis Father, 
and many other of his kindred 
brought bim the next morning ta 
the Church of Saint Clare, wheres 
hauing offered their prayers for 
him , and inuocated the interceſie 
on of S. Z gnes, the child alittle af+ 
ter began ro cry , and barke as & 
doppe,then cryed out, Take heed, 
there are two Divuells alread y pone 
| Out, {ay one Are Maria, andthe 
third wilbe gone, whichbeing pree 
ſently done , the Diuecll withall lefe 
the child, 


A woman of Pullinium , being | 


tormented with many wicked (pi- 
ris , her Father and grand-mother 
vowed to £0 with her to Aﬀeſium, 


$0 viſit the ſepulcher of $, Agee 
| with 
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With faith and hope, that by hee 
merits the (hould be delivered, & 
{ſo this poſlcfled woman remaining 
defore the ſepulcher of the Saint , 
from the ninth houre til euenſong, 
{be felt herſelfe freed from the Die. 
uells that poſſefſed her , This was 
done ypon the feaſt of S, Francs 
the kindred of this delivered woe 
man offered an image of wax Weie 
ghing two poundes, to the ſepule 
cher of the Saint, in acknowledge- 
meat of the grace and fauour re- 
eciued , 

A man of Peruſia with a contie 
cuall feuer bad in his body an ime 
poltume , whereof the phiſitians 
auc their iudpement, he would in 
orttime end his dayesz wherfore 
& woman called Celhola, admoni- 


Med him to recommend bimſcite 
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" go Saint Agnes, and to vow the 


viſiting of ber ſepulcher $ which 
Having dove , and his prayers en- 
ded , his infirmity ended withall, 


being cured both of the one, & the 


other diſeaſe; for which not bein 
ax nn , he viſited the (ayd (e« 
Pulcher , & every where preached 
the prayſes of the boly virgin, pi- 
uing thankes to Almighty God tor 
ſuch afauonr. 

A Religious womiofthe mons- 
Nery of S. Clare in Aſha, had loſt 
the ſight of one eye, 8 was in dame 
ger to looſe the other , but finding 
that no bumane application did a. 
waile her , ſhe recommended here 


Lelfe to Saint Fgnes, and the othet 
Religious of her monaſtery 


alſo 
prayed for her , who as ſhe one 
Fime prayedia the Church , ſaws 

Wow 


7} 
| 
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Woman, that came to her and ſaid: 
ſiſter open your eye,for your ſight 
Is recouered : and fo opening her 
eye the clearly ſaw , but ſhe could 
no more ſce the woman that ſpake 
voto her: only ſhe was aſſured that 
it was S, Agnes , to whome ſhe had 
hartily recommended herſelfe. 
Fituls the wife of Martbew de 
Loupe at S. Francs: gate in Aſie 
um, had a ſonne called Martin, 
that had a deep ſoare in his throat, 
and another in his ſhoulder, both 
mortall , whence iſſued ſuch an of 
fenſiue ſauour, that it was not pos 
ffible cocome neere him, Atlength 
afcer many remedies had in yaine 
bin eryed , his mother recommen= 
ded him'to S. Agnes,to whome bg- 
wing with a deuout hart offered 
ker prayers, the Saint one night 
Ng appearey 
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appeared ynto her richly attyred 
with a diademe of gold vpon ber 
head, and abranch of Lilly in her 
gight hand , and ſaid ynto her: My 
daughter diſquietnottby ſelfe for 
thy (onne ,tor heſhalbe cured,and 
deliucred from perillz which this 
woman hauing heard , ſhe aroſe 
full of comfort, and went to the 
monaſtery of S. Clare, & recoun- 
ted this appariion to the Abbeſde 
and the Religious : then {he heart 
Maſſe, w hich being ended, the Res 
ligious thewed to the Mother and 


the Saint , and at the inſtant hee 
$onne was cured of the impoſtume 
in his chroat only, Afﬀrer that, Saint 
Agnes appeared to him in-wiſion, 
ther with another woman , 


« 
whs brought & violl full of oyote 
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ment : Saint Agnes then ſayd to 
the child , my Sonne how do you? 
Whereto he anſwered : I am by 
the meritts of Saint Agnes cured 
of the impofſtume in my throat, 
butthat vvhich is vpon my ſhoul- 
der procureth me extreme afflie 
Qion . The Saint replyed , | will 
cure this , as I did the other in 
thy throat :. then ſhe vabound 
the (ayd npoſtume, tooke of the 
playſter , and caſt it vpon the 
ground ; then applyed theree 
to the oyntment , vvhich hee 
companion had brought, and ins 
ſtantly the child was perfeQaly 
cured , When his mother came to 
ſee bim , ſhe found the playſters, 
ypon the ome , and her Sonne 
found and luſty , vvho particu- 
lerly recounted yato her tbe fayd 

— yiliong 


206 The life of the 
viſion , Vvhich afterward vyas oe 
perally diuulged. This happened 
: 1n the yeare 2z50 « 
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þ The end of the life 
|— of SainteAgnes, 


Try 


Daughter to the King of Bohemia, 
3 


and Relipt 
Clar A of the Order of 5. 


43. 4? 7 H A P. F. 


N the beginning of 
re | f this Religious Dc 
D der , there was ano= 

E ra Vicgin beſides 

Je &, the precedent called 


Agnes , a5 :luſtrious in ſanat- 
3G 
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ty', as in bloud., for ſhe vyag 
daughter to the King of Bohemia, 
vvho promiſed her in marriage 
to the Emperour Frederrke : and 
this holy virgin bauing heard the 
worthy reputation of S. Clare who 
thenliued, by ſuch as came from 
Rome & Att um , being inſpired 
of God , ihe b:(ought the Kirg her 
Father , co giue her leaue , to ferue 
rather a celeitiall then a terreſtri> 
all ſpouſe. But the King knowing 
that be cou} not recall his ward, 
& that wharioeuer excuſe he ſhold 
 alleage et» breake this marriage, 
ehe Emperour would f1nitter}y 10» 
terprete , he vtterly denyed her, 
N-w the virgin having found the 
drift & cauſe of this denial], afſu« 
red her Father that if he would ac- 
cord to whatſocuer ſhe demanded, 


ſbe 


WY Ong TORS Serge 


ol WS En iS +19 


| 
| 


Wo Sir IRS eter 


NS Ld 
* , 


S. Agnes of Bohemia. 169 
ſhe would vndertake,the that Em« 
peror (hould condeſcend therunto, 
prefuming confidently vpon the 
fauour of lefus Chriſt . 

| She knew well to deliner hers 
ſelfe from many other allegations 
with ſo good a grace, & with ſuch 
perſuaſtue tearmes that ſhe purcha- 
fed her Fathers conſent to whar (he. 
deſired, without further ſecking , 
the approbation of rhe Emperours 
wherupon this Princefl= preſently. 
ſent for certaine Friars Mtnors of 
M ignes, Where they had a Couent, 
who coming to her, dtd ſhortly afe 
ter confecrate vnto God this Roye 
all plant , with many other gentle« 
women of-great families in Bohe- 
mia, to whomethey gauethe habit 
of Religion , tnſtruRting them in 
the life and Rule of S, Clare. The 
—- : King 
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King deſiring to ailigne a F00d 
penſion , & to beſtow ypon the 
Monaſtery vyhere his daughter 
Was,a good renenew,to fupply the 
neceſhties thereof , ſhe formally 
withſtood him , purpoſing toliue 
& dye poore, & to be maintayned 
by almes,conformably to herrcule, 
rigorouny obſeruing the intention | 
of the holy Father Saint Francu,& 
Saint Clare,in the yow of poverty, | 
Which is yetto this day inthe ſame | 
manner obſerved in the fayd Mos+ 
naſtery , which is in Prague, the 
chiefeſt Citty in the Kingdome of 
Bobemis : and this foundation layd- 
by this holy Princeſſe, hath al- | 
wayes bin furniſhed with geatle« | 
women. 

Now the Emperour ynderſtan- 
ding that his promiſed Loue had 
abando: 
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abandoned the world, he was at 


the firſt apprehenſion exceedingly 
troubled ; but conſidering vyith 
more maturity, that ſhe had nor 
forſaken him to take another man 
but for Ieſus Chriſt himſelfe, he 
was at length ſatisfyed , contented, 
and comforted, PE 
S, Clare being aduertiſed of all 


that this Princeſſe had done,and of 


her life and perfeQion , who alſo 
had written , and expreſly ſent a 
mefſenger, to acknowledge obedi= 
ence ynto her, as to her mother j8& 
miſtrefſe., auonching herfelfe her 
humble diſciple ; S. Clare anſwe= 
red her by aletter filled with much 
feruour and conſolation, &fent ber 
in token of amity , & good will, 
a girdle, a veyle, a cuppe of wood, 
and a dith wherin the Saint her- 
O ſelts 
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ſelfe accuſtomed to eate , & many 
like ſmall thinges , which the holy 
Princefſe with great deuotion ac« 
cepted. Our Lord wrought many 
miracles: by the ſayd Reliques , 
which euer afterward were kept 
in the ſayd Monaſtery , with very 
grezt deuotion and Reuerence, 
The reno wne of this Princeſſe 
being diuulged ouer all Germany, 
there were founded many mona« 
Neries of poore Religious in her i« 
mitcation , which were filled with 
many daughters of Princes, Duks, 
| Earles, and other great Lords, and 
gentlemen of that Countrey , who 
1a imitition of Saint Clare, & the 
ſayd Princeſſe Agnes abandoned 
the world, & the yanities thereof, 
and eſpouſed , for eternity , leſus 
Chriſt , ſernipg him alone in po# 
uerty, 


S. Agnesof Bohemia . IT: 
uerty , & in bumility . This Sainte 
Agnes of Bohemia being illuſtrated 
by many vercues & miracles , ha= 
uing aſſembled an infinit cumbee 
of Religious in diners Couents, 8& 
hauing perſeuered with them im 
all perfetion of vertue , ſhe lefs 
this tranſitory world , to take eter- 
nall poſſeſſion of her glorious cee 
leſtiall Spouſe Chriſt leſus , wha 
honoured her , and made her ble= 
fed, as he hath manifcſted by ma. 
many miracles , Which he hath 
wrought by her great merits and 
intercet6os, The Emprrour Charls 
the fourth , who was aiſo King of 
Bohemia , Was two ſeuerall tymes 
deliuered from death by the inter-- 
cetLon of this celeſtiall Princeſſe, 8 
therfore at his death he inioyned 


his Sonne Y Y exce/law, and fucce= 
E «a doug 
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four to the Empire , to procure 
ber Canonization, but he was bin- 
 dredby important, and continuall 

troubles anda affayres,that diſabled 
him eo execute the pious and iuſt 
deſires of his Father , 


Of many other Religious , that flo- 
riched priminuely 3n the Order 
of Saint Clare. 


CHAP. ' 11. 


He & x was another holy 
Religious of the royal bloud 
of Polonia called Salome, 
Whoſe ſanity was manifeſted by 
by diuers miracles , which God 
wrought after her death . She by 
keg raccits delivered women from 

ET | peril 
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peril! of death in travell of child 
many lame were reſtored to the 
vie of thetic lymmes, blynd reco= 
uered ſight, and wounded perſons 
Werecured. 

A holy Religious of Padua, 
called Helena,florithed in preat per-= 
feAto of life in the monaſtery which 
was builded by the Seraphicall Fa= 
ther S. Francs , and in which the 
bleſſed Father S, Antony of Padua 
yielded his ſpirit vnto Almighty 
God e This baly Religious liuing 
ia that place , after [he had there 
obtained of God many vertues , 
ſhe was tryed by Ieſus Chriſt, and 
refined as poldin the furnace of af- 
flitions — ſhe kept her bed de- 
priued of all corporall force, yea 
and of her ſpeach for fifteene years, 
during all which time, ſhe ordioa-. 
Oz clly 
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rily demonſtrated by ſignes 8& pee 
ſtures an exceeding great alacrity 
& ioy in her hart. 

Our Lord reueiled many things 
to this Saint, w hich ſhe manifeſted 
eo the Religious , who ſeriouſly 
recorded the (ame to be knowne 
to poſterity . The ſaid Religi= 
ons being demaunded how the 
ficke Religious iſter could make - 
them wvnderſtana thoſe wordes, 
fith ſhe could not ſpeake, they an(- 
wered that themſelues then obſer- 
ued fo ſtrit a filence , that they 
opened their neceſlitics by ſignes, 
yvhich-vvere Well vnderſtood as 
mong them , for expreſſing what- 
foeuer they deſired to hausg 
knowne, And in this had they 
waderſtood the ſayd Saint, whoſe 
body tor many yeares after, the 
layd 
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faid Religious ſitters did ſhew to 
ſuch, as in deuotion repayred eo 
ſee it , remayning entiere , and in- 
corruptible , yea her nayles and 
baire did grow , as if the had byn 
living. 

By her merits God wrought 
many miracles , and particulerly 
vponthe Lord Marqueſſe of Pars 
ma, Who was of the family of Lups 
called Boniface , who being in the 
angulih of death,his Lady making 
a vOW to this Saint Helene for his 
health , it was perteatly reſtored 
ynto him, 

In the beginning of the Ordee 
of Saint Clare , there was alſo & 
daugiter of the King of Hungary 
called Cuiga, ſiſter yato bleſſed Ss 
Elizabeth the widdow , who: hae 
viog taken the babit,& mode pro- 
Os ktbop 
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fefFon of the rule of S. Clare, be. 
came ſo famous after the death of 
S. Elizabeth in ſanQity and mk 
racles, both during her "life , and 
at her death , that her Canonizatio 


onis treated of : at Rome, 


